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THE VISUALLY IMPAIRED CHILD

GROWTH, LEARNING, DEVELOPMENT

INFANCY TO SCHOOL AGE
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y 
w

ill
 d

et
er

io
ra

te
.

A
 g

ro
w

in
g

bo
dy

of
da

ta
on

th
e

pr
ob

le
m

s
of

vi
su

al

pe
rc

ep
tio

n
in

 c
hi

ld
re

n 
al

re
ad

y 
cl

ea
rly

 in
di

ca
te

s 
th

e 
ne

ce
ss

ity
 fo

r

ca
re

ba
se

d
cn

ea
ch

ch
ild

's
in

di
vi

du
al

ne
ed

s.
F

or
ex

am
pl

e,
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ild
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n 

w
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 s
uc
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pr
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s 

m
ay

 e
xp

er
ie
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e 

su
bt

le
 k

in
ds

of

le
ar

ni
ng

di
ffi

cu
lti

es
.

T
he

y
m

ay
ev

id
en

ce
po

or
ey

e-
ha

nd

co
or

di
na

tio
n,

 lo
w

 a
bi

lit
y 

to
 p

ic
k 

ou
t a

nd
 o

rg
an

iz
e 

de
ta

ils
, w

ea
k

fig
ur

e-
gr

ou
nd

di
sc

rim
in

at
io

n,
 a

nd
 fa

ul
ty

 v
is

ua
l t

ar
ge

t-
fo

llo
w

in
g.

T
he

 m
aj

or
 n

ee
d 

of
 th

es
e 

ch
ild

re
n 

is
 e

du
ca

tio
n 

fo
r 

ef
fe

ct
iv

e
vi

su
al

us
e.

W
ith

 th
is

ed
uc

at
io

n,
 th

ey
 w

ill
m

in
im

iz
e 

th
ei

r 
fu

nc
tio

na
l

de
fe

ct
s 

w
ha

te
ve

r 
th

e 
ca

us
e.

 M
an

y 
of

 th
e 

he
lp

s 
es

se
nt

ia
l t

o
th

e

ch
ild

 w
ith

 li
ttl

e 
or

 n
o 

vi
si

on
 w

ill
 n

ot
 b

e 
ne

ce
ss

ar
y

fo
r 

th
e 

ch
ild

w
ho

se
 p

ro
bl

em
s 

ar
e 

pe
rc

ep
tu

al
.

V
is

io
n 

w
hi

ch
 h

e 
po

ss
es

se
s,

if

pr
op

er
ly

tr
ai

ne
d,

pe
rm

its
 h

im
 to

ob
se

rv
e

gr
os

s
m

ov
em

en
ts

,

po
st

ur
es

, a
nd

 fa
ci

al
 e

xp
re

ss
io

ns
, a

s 
w

el
l a

s 
to

di
sc

er
n 

su
ffi

ci
en

tly

di
st

in
ct

si
ze

s,
sh

ap
es

 a
nd

co
lo

rs
.

T
he

 c
on

te
nt

,
qu

al
ity

an
d

ac
cu

ra
cy

 o
f t

he
 v

is
ua

l i
nf

or
m

at
io

n 
ga

in
ed

 b
y 

a
gi

ve
n 

ch
ild

 c
an

,

of
co

ur
se

,
be

de
te

rm
in

ed
on

ly
by

 le
ar

ni
ng

 fr
om

 th
e

ch
ild

hi
m

se
lf,

 a
s 

he
 fu

nc
tio

ns
 in

 e
ac

h 
ne

w
 e

xp
er

ie
nc

e.
 If

 q
ue

st
io

ni
ng

or
 o

bs
er

vi
ng

 r
ev

ea
ls

 th
e 

ne
ed

 fo
r 

m
or

e 
re

fin
ed

he
lp

s,
 th

es
e 

ca
n

us
ua

lly
 b

e 
pr

ov
id

ed
 fo

r 
th

e 
yo

un
ge

r 
ch

ild
. S

uc
h 

he
lp

 w
ill

 b
es

t b
e

ga
in

ed
 fr

om
 th

e 
av

ai
la

bl
e 

lit
er

at
ur

e 
on

 th
e 

vi
su

al
ly

 p
er

ce
pt

ua
lly

im
pa

ire
d

ch
ild

or
 fr

om
ag

en
ci

es
de

al
in

g
di

re
ct

ly
w

ith
th

is

co
nc

er
n. In
 s

um
m

ar
y,

 a
 fo

rm
al

 m
ed

ic
al

 d
ef

in
iti

on
 is

 n
ei

th
er

 th
e 

on
ly

no
r

th
e

fin
al

cr
ite

rio
n

fo
r

de
te

rm
in

in
g

th
e

ch
ild

's
vi

su
al

im
pa

irm
en

t. 
In

 a
dd

iti
on

 to
 th

e 
m

ed
ic

al
 c

on
si

de
ra

tio
n,

 th
e 

ch
ild

m
us

t b
e 

th
ou

gh
t o

f i
n 

te
rm

s 
of

 h
is

 d
eg

re
e 

of
 fu

nc
tio

na
l

vi
si

on
.

E
ffe

ct
iv

e
ed

uc
at

io
na

l
pr

og
ra

m
s

ar
e

ex
pa

nd
in

g
th

es
e

vi
su

al

ay
w

or
lo
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n.
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fu
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tio
ni
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. T
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 r
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ul
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f s

uc
h 

pr
og

ra
m

s 
po

in
t t

o 
th

e

ne
ed

 fo
r 

fu
rt

he
r 

ef
fo

rt
s 

in
 th

at
 d

ire
ct

io
n 

an
d 

re
fu

te
 th

e 
pr

ac
tic

e

of
 c

la
ss

ify
in

g 
ch

ild
re

n 
si

m
pl

y 
on

 th
e 

ba
si

s 
of

 a
 m

ed
ic

al
 d

ia
gn

os
is

an
d/

or
vi

su
al

ac
ui

ty
fin

di
ng

.
V

is
ua

lly
im

pa
ire

d
ch

ild
re

n
ar

e

no
rm

al
ly

 c
on

si
de

re
d 

to
 b

e 
th

os
e 

w
ho

 s
ho

w
 b

y 
th

ei
r 

ac
tio

ns
 a

nd

ge
ne

ra
l

fu
nc

tio
ni

ng
 th

at
 th

ey
 le

ar
n 

m
or

e 
ef

fic
ie

nt
ly

 b
y 

w
ay

s

ot
he

r
th

an
vi

su
al

or
 w

ho
 m

us
t

im
pl

em
en

t, 
su

pp
le

m
en

t, 
or

su
bs

tit
ut

e 
fo

r 
th

ei
r 

vi
su

al
 le

ar
ni

ng
 th

ro
ug

h 
to

uc
hi

ng
 a

nd
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te
ni

ng
.

In
vi

ew
of

th
e

fo
re

go
in

g
co

ns
id

er
at

io
ns

,
th

is
st

ud
y

is

co
nc

er
ne

d 
w

ith
 th

e 
ne

ed
 fo

r 
sp

ec
ia

l h
el

ps
 d

ur
in

g
ea

rly
 c

hi
ld

ho
od

fo
r 

tw
o 

ba
si

c 
gr

ou
ps

:
1.

 c
hi

ld
re

n 
w

ith
 n

o 
vi

si
on

;
2.

 c
hi

ld
re

n

w
ith

 r
el

at
iv

el
y 

lit
tle

 v
is

io
n 

(t
ho

se
 w

ho
 s

ee
 li

gh
t o

r
la

rg
e 

ob
je

ct
s

at
 s

ho
rt

 d
is

ta
nc

es
, o

r 
sm

al
l o

bj
ec

ts
he

ld
 c

lo
se

 to
 th

e 
ey

es
) 

bu
t

w
ho

se
 v

is
io

n
ca

n 
be

 u
se

d 
an

d 
ca

n 
pr

ob
ab

ly
be

 e
du

ca
te

d 
to
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cr
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se

d 
fu

nc
tio

na
l e

ffe
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iv
en
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s.
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 G
R

O
W

T
H
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 C

O
M

P
A

R
IS

O
N

A
m

on
g 

th
e 

ch
ar

ac
te

ris
tic

s 
ty

pi
ca

l o
f a

ll 
ch

ild
re

n 
fr

om
 b

irt
h

ar
e 

ne
ed

s,
 fe

el
in

gs
 a

nd
 p

ot
en

tia
ls

 fo
r 

gr
ow

th
. A

ll 
yo

un
gs

te
rs

ne
ed

:

to
 b

e 
lo

ve
d 

an
d 

to
 r

et
ur

n 
lo

ve
; t

o 
be

 a
bl

e 
to

 tr
us

t b
ot

h 
pe

op
le

an
d 

th
in

gs
 w

hi
ch

 h
av

e 
m

ea
ni

ng
 to

 th
em

; t
o 

de
ve

lo
p 

in
cr

ea
si

ng

tr
us

t i
n 

th
em

se
lv

es
; t

o 
be

 c
ar

ed
 fo

r 
an

d 
to

 c
ar

e.
 T

he
y 

m
us

t b
e

ab
le

 to
 m

ov
e 

ab
ou

t f
re

el
y 

an
d 

ex
er

ci
se

 th
ei

r 
bo

di
es

 in
 o

rd
er

 to

at
ta

in
 th

e 
be

st
 h

ea
lth

 p
os

si
bl

e.
 T

he
y 

m
us

t l
ea

rn
 in

 a
ll 

ki
nd

s 
of

w
ay

s:
 th

ro
ug

h 
th

ei
r 

se
ns

es
, t

hr
ou

gh
 p

la
y,

 th
ro

ug
h 

w
or

k,
 th

ro
ug

h

ex
pl

or
at

io
n,

 th
ro

ug
h 

tr
ia

l a
nd

 e
rr

or
, a

nd
 th

ro
ug

h 
be

in
g 

ta
ug

ht
.

T
he

y 
ha

ve
 to

 fe
el

 a
cc

om
pl

is
hm

en
t; 

th
ey

 m
us

t f
ee

l r
es

po
ns

ib
le

;

th
ey

 m
us

t g
ro

w
,

le
ar

n 
an

d 
de

ve
lo

p 
w

ith
in

 g
oo

d 
co

m
m

on
se

ns
e

lim
its

; t
he

y 
ha

ve
 to

 d
ev

el
op

a
fir

m
, h

ap
py

, s
el

f-
re

sp
ec

t.
A

ll

ch
ild

re
n 

ar
e 

op
en

 to
 d

ev
el

op
m

en
t p

hy
si

ca
lly

, e
m

ot
io

na
lly

, s
oc

ia
lly

an
d 

in
te

lle
ct

ua
lly

.

E
ve

ry
 e

xp
er

ie
nc

e 
w

hi
ch

 a
 c

hi
ld

 h
as

 a
ffe

ct
s 

hi
m

. E
ac

h 
ca

n

he
lp

 h
im

 r
et

ai
n 

m
or

e 
fir

m
ly

 w
ha

t h
as

 b
ee

n 
le

ar
ne

d 
be

fo
re

, c
an

op
en

 n
ew

 d
oo

rs
, c

an
 e

nc
ou

ra
ge

 h
im

 a
nd

 c
an

 a
id

 h
im

 to
 b

ec
om

e

ea
ch

 d
ay

 a
 m

or
e 

ha
pp

y,
 fu

lly
 a

liv
e 

be
in

g.
 In

 e
ve

ry
 w

ay
, c

hi
ld

re
n

m
us

t b
e 

al
lo

w
ed

 a
nd

 h
el

pe
d 

to
liv

e
as

 r
ec

ep
tiv

e,
re

sp
on

si
ve

,

w
ar

m
 a

nd
 in

cr
ea

si
ng

ly
 s

el
f-

su
ffi

ci
en

t p
er

so
ns

.

T
he

 V
is

ua
lly

 Im
pa

ire
d 

C
hi

ld

C
hi

ld
re

n
re

fe
rr

ed
to

by
te

rm
s

"v
is

ua
lly

ha
nd

ic
ap

pe
d,

"

"v
is

ua
lly

 im
pa

ire
d,

" 
"b

lin
d,

" 
or

 "
pa

rt
ia

lly
 s

ig
ht

ed
,"

 w
ill

 r
an

ge

fr
om

 th
os

e 
w

ho
 d

o 
no

t s
ee

 a
t a

ll 
to

 th
os

e 
w

ho
 m

ay
 s

ee
 r

at
he

r

w
el

l b
ut

 w
ho

 a
re

 c
on

fu
se

d 
by

 w
ha

t t
he

y 
se

e 
be

ca
us

e 
of

ch
an

ge
s

or
di

st
or

tio
ns

br
ou

gh
t

ab
ou

t
by

th
ei

r
vi

su
al

m
ec

ha
ni

sm
s.

R
eg

ar
dl

es
s 

of
 h

ow
 a

 c
hi

ld
 s

ee
s,

 h
ow

ev
er

, h
e 

is
 m

uc
h 

lik
e

ot
he

r

ch
ild

re
n

in
 te

rm
s 

of
 b

as
ic

 n
ee

ds
 a

nd
 fe

el
in

gs
 a

nd
 in

 g
en

er
al

re
sp

on
se

s 
to

 g
ro

w
th

 p
ro

ce
ss

es
.

M
or

eo
ve

r,
 h

e 
is

 n
ot

 o
nl

y 
a 

ch
ild

bu
t a

n 
in

di
vi

du
al

 c
hi

ld
.

H
is

 v
is

ua
l i

m
pa

irm
en

t i
s 

on
e 

ad
di

tio
na

l

di
ffe

re
nc

e,
 o

ne
 fu

rt
he

r 
di

st
in

gu
is

hi
ng

fe
at

ur
e 

th
at

 m
ak

es
 h

im

hi
m

se
lf.

 A
 c

om
m

en
t i

s 
ap

pr
op

ria
te

 a
t t

hi
s 

po
in

t r
eg

ar
di

ng
 u

se
of

th
e 

te
rm

s 
"im

pa
irm

en
t"

 a
nd

 "
ha

nd
ic

ap
."

It
is

 n
ow

 g
en

er
al

ly

ac
ce

pt
ed

 th
at

 th
e 

fo
rm

er
 r

ef
er

s 
to

 th
e 

ph
ys

ic
al

 fa
ct

 o
f

di
ffe

re
nc

e,

of
 li

m
ita

tio
n,

 th
e 

la
tte

r 
re

fle
ct

s 
th

e 
ps

yc
ho

lo
gi

ca
l

ra
m

ifi
ca

tio
ns

 o
f

im
pa

irm
en

t, 
w

hi
ch

 a
re

 le
ar

ne
d 

fr
om

 o
th

er
s 

an
d 

ar
e 

no
t

in
he

re
nt

in
 th

e 
im

pa
irm

en
t.

C
er

ta
in

ly
, c

hi
ld

re
n 

w
ho

 d
o 

no
t s

ee
, o

r 
w

ho
 s

ee
 p

ar
tia

lly
,

ha
ve

 a
 d

iff
er

en
t v

ie
w

 o
f t

he
ir 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
t f

ro
m

 th
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e 
w

ho
 a

re

vi
su

al
ly

 o
rie

nt
ed

 a
nd

 w
ho

 s
ee
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el

l b
y 

us
ua

l s
ta

nd
ar

ds
.

B
oy

s 
an

d 
gi

rls
 w

ho
 a

re
 v

is
ua

lly
 im

pa
ire

d:

1.
 M

us
t b

e 
sy

st
em

at
ic

al
ly

 in
tr

od
uc

ed
 to

 th
ei

r 
w

or
ld

th
e

pe
op

le

an
d 

th
in

gs
 a

ro
un

d 
th

em
, e

ve
n 

to
 th

em
se

lv
es

. T
hi

ng
s 

le
ar

ne
d 15



re
la

tiv
el
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al

ly
 th

ro
ug

h 
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al
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 m
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t

be
 c
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sc

io
us

ly

ta
ug

ht
 w

he
n 

vi
si

on
 is

 li
m

ite
d.

2.
 M

us
t h

av
e 

op
po

rt
un

ity
 to

 k
no

w
,

un
de

rs
ta

nd
, a

nd
 d

ev
el

op

th
ei

r 
bo

di
es

 th
ro

ug
h 

ph
ys

ic
al

 m
ov

em
en

t a
nd

ex
er

ci
se

.

3.
 M

us
t b

e 
en

co
ur

ag
ed

 to
 u

se
 w

ha
te

ve
r

vi
si

on
 th

ey
 h

av
e.

4.
 M

us
t g

et
 id

ea
s 

ab
ou

t o
th

er
 p

eo
pl

e,
ho

w
 th

ey
 a

re
 r

ea
ct

in
g,

ho
w

 th
ey

 a
re

 fe
el

in
g 

an
d 

w
ha

t t
he

y 
ar

e
do

in
g 

th
ro

ug
h 

th
ei

r

vo
ic

es
, r

at
he

r 
th

an
 fr

om
 fa

ci
al

 e
xp

re
ss

io
ns

,
ge

st
ur

es
 o

r 
fr

om

ey
e-

to
-e

ye
 c

on
ta

ct
.

5.
 M

us
t d

ev
el

op
 a

n 
un

de
rs

ta
nd

in
g

th
at

 th
er

e 
ar

e 
ce

rt
ai

n 
th

in
gs

th
at

 m
ay

 n
ot

 b
e 

to
uc

he
d 

(c
lo

ud
s,

sn
ow

fla
ke

s,
 fi

re
).

6.
 M

us
t b

e 
w

ith
 o

th
er

 p
eo

pl
e 

of
te

n
(a

du
lts

 a
s 

w
el

l a
s 

ch
ild

re
n)

to
 k

no
w

 th
em

 a
nd

 b
e

kn
ow

n 
by

 th
em

 a
nd

 in
 o

rd
er

 to

ex
pa

nd
 th

ei
r 

ex
pe

rie
nc

es
 a

nd
 th

ei
r

pe
rs

on
al

/s
oc

ia
l s

el
ve

s.

7.
 M

us
t l

ea
rn

 a
t a

pp
ro

pr
ia

te
 ti

m
es

in
 th

ei
r 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t t

o 
do

th
in

gs
 fo

r 
th

em
se

lv
es

, j
us

t a
s 

al
l

ch
ild

re
n 

m
us

t l
ea

rn
 th

es
e

th
in

gs
.

8.
 M

us
t b

e 
ta

ug
ht

 th
ro

ug
h 

th
e

gr
ow

in
g,

 e
xp

re
ss

ed
 u

nd
er

st
an

di
ng

of
 th

os
e 

ar
ou

nd
 th

em
 th

at
 th

ey
 a
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ar
ni

ng
 to
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w
 th

e

w
or

ld
 c

or
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ct
ly

 d
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te

 th
ei

r 
vi

su
al

im
pa
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en

ts
.

Q
ue

st
io

ns
 w

ill
 a

ris
e 

as
 th

e 
vi

su
al

ly
im

pa
ire

d 
ch

ild
 g

ro
w

s 
an

d

de
ve

lo
ps

.
T

ho
se

 w
ho

liv
e

ar
ou

nd
hi

m
w

ill
gr

ow
in

th
ei

r

un
de

rs
ta

nd
in

g 
of

 h
im

, b
ut

 c
on

fu
si

on
s 

m
ay

al
so

 a
bo

un
d.

 P
ar

en
ts

sh
ou

ld
 r

ea
liz

e 
th

at
 th

ey
 h

av
e 

a 
w

ea
lth

of
 in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
ab

ou
t t

he
ir

ch
ild

 fr
om

 th
ei

r 
ex

pe
rie

nc
es

to
ge

th
er

.
E

sp
ec

ia
lly

 v
al

ua
bl

e
is

a
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re
co

rd
 o

f t
hi

ng
s 

do
ne

 a
nd

 le
ar

ne
d

by
 th

e 
yo

un
gs

te
r 

(d
at

es
 b

y

w
hi

ch
 h

e 
le

ar
ne

d 
to

 d
o 

so
m

et
hi

ng
 o

n
hi

s 
ow

n,
 o

r 
on

 w
hi

ch
 h

e

fir
st

 d
id

 o
r 

sa
id

 a
 c

er
ta

in
 th

in
g)

 a
nd

 a
re

co
rd

 o
f q

ue
st

io
ns

 a
bo

ut

hi
s 

be
ha

vi
or

. T
hi

s 
w

ill
 b

e 
of

 v
al

ue
w

he
n 

pa
re

nt
s 

ta
lk

 w
ith

 o
th

er
s

ab
ou

t t
he

ir 
ch

ild
, a

nd
it

w
ill

ai
d 

th
em

 in
 fo

llo
w

in
g 

th
e 

ch
ild

's

ac
co

m
pl

is
hm

en
ts

 a
s 

w
el

l a
s 

th
e 

ar
ea

s 
in

w
hi

ch
 h

e 
ne

ed
s 

sp
ec

ifi
c

he
lp

s.

P
ar

en
ts

 a
nd

 o
th

er
s 

w
or

ki
ng

 w
ith

th
e 

ch
ild

 m
us

t d
ev

el
op

 th
e

ab
ili

tie
s:

to
 o

bs
er

ve
 th

e 
ch

ild
, t

o
re

co
gn

iz
e 

ho
w

 h
e 

le
ar

ns
, t

o

ev
al

ua
te

 h
ow

 a
nd

 w
ha

t h
e 

se
es

, t
o 

no
te

w
ha

t h
e 

do
es

 w
el

l, 
an

d

to
 d

is
co

ve
r 

w
he

re
 h

e 
ne

ed
s

sp
ec

ia
l a

id
. T

he
 g

ro
w

in
g 

kn
ow

le
dg

e

an
d 

un
de

rs
ta

nd
in

g 
of

 th
e 

ch
ild

sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
co

m
bi

ne
d 

w
ith

 a
n

en
ric

he
d 

kn
ow

le
dg

e 
of

 te
ch

ni
ca

l a
nd

ot
he

r 
av

ai
la

bl
e 

ai
ds

. T
he

re

sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
co

ns
ul

ta
tio

n 
be

tw
ee

n 
pa

re
nt

s
an

d 
pr

of
es

si
on

al
 p

er
so

ns

w
he

ne
ve

r 
po

ss
ib

le
. P

ar
en

ts
 s

ha
rin

g
w

ith
 p

ar
en

ts
 o

f o
th

er
 v

is
ua

lly

im
pa

ire
d 

ch
ild

re
n 

(n
ot

 s
ol

el
y 

on
 th

e
ba

si
s 

of
 im

ap
irm

en
t, 

bu
t o

n

th
e 

ba
si

s 
of

 th
ei

r 
lik

e 
ne

ed
s)

 c
an

at
ta

in
 r

es
ul

ts
 b

ot
h 

en
co

ur
ag

in
g

an
d 

fr
ui

tfu
l. 

P
er

io
di

c 
ge

ne
ra

l
m

ed
ic

al
 c

he
ck

-u
ps

 a
re

 a
 m

us
t, 

al
on

g

w
ith

 r
eg

ul
ar

, t
ho

ro
ug

h 
op

ht
ha

lm
ol

og
ic

al
at

te
nt

io
n 

as
 r

eq
ui

re
d 

fo
r

th
e 

ch
iid

's
 p

ar
tic

ul
ar

 e
ye

 c
on

di
tio

n.

T
he

 E
ar

ly
 C

hi
ld

ho
od

 Y
ea

rs

T
he

 e
ar

ly
 c

hi
ld

ho
od

 y
ea

rs
 h

av
e

al
w

ay
s 

be
en

 r
ec

og
ni

ze
d 

as

im
po

rt
an

t y
ea

rs
, b

ut
 r

ec
en

tly
 th

is
im

po
rt

an
ce

 h
as

 b
ee

n 
gr

ea
tly



em
ph

as
iz

ed
. M

uc
h 

is
 b

ei
ng

 w
rit

te
n 

no
w

 a
bo

ut
 in

te
lli

ge
nc

e,
 h

ow

ch
ild

re
n 

le
ar

n,
 a

nd
 th

e 
im

pa
ct

 o
f t

he
 e

m
ot

io
na

l c
lim

at
e 

es
pe

ci
al

ly

w
he

re
 th

e 
in

fa
nt

 is
 c

on
ce

rn
ed

. I
nt

el
lig

en
ce

 is
 n

ot
 s

im
pl

y 
in

he
rit

ed
,

bu
t

is
de

ve
lo

pe
d

th
ro

ug
h

th
e

ch
ild

's
liv

in
g

w
ith

in
hi

s

en
vi

ro
nm

en
t. 

It
is

 e
xt

re
m

el
y 

ne
ce

ss
ar

y 
fo

r 
hi

m
 to

 b
e 

lo
ve

d 
in

 a

co
ns

tr
uc

tiv
e 

w
ay

, f
ro

m
 th

e 
tim

e 
of

 b
irt

h 
on

, a
nd

 to
 le

ar
n 

to

re
tu

rn
lo

ve
.

It
is

vi
ta

l t
ha

t h
e 

be
 g

iv
en

 g
ui

da
nc

e 
an

d 
di

sc
ip

lin
e

w
hi

ch
 a

llo
w

s 
hi

m
 ju

st
 e

no
ug

h 
ch

oi
ce

, b
ut

 d
oe

s 
no

t l
ea

ve
 h

im
 o

n

hi
s 

ow
n 

w
he

n 
he

is
no

t r
ea

dy
 fo

r 
th

is
. H

e 
m

us
t h

av
e 

m
an

y

op
po

rt
un

iti
es

 to
 m

ov
e 

ar
ou

nd
 a

nd
 e

xe
rc

is
e 

an
d 

to
 u

se
 a

ll 
of

 h
is

"w
or

ki
ng

" 
se

ns
es

 in
 g

et
tin

g 
to

 k
no

w
 h

is
 w

or
ld

. T
he

re
 a

re
 c

er
ta

in

se
qu

en
ce

s 
of

 il
ea

rn
in

g 
th

ro
ug

h 
in

fa
nc

y 
an

d 
ch

ild
ho

od
 w

hi
ch

,
if

fo
llo

w
ed

, e
na

bl
e 

a 
ch

ild
 to

le
ar

n 
m

uc
h 

m
or

e 
th

an
 h

e 
w

ou
ld

ot
he

rw
is

e
le

a,
rn

.
It

is
 b

ei
ng

 d
is

co
ve

re
d 

th
at

 th
er

e 
se

em
s 

to
 b

e

ce
rt

ai
n

"b
es

t"
 ti

m
es

 fo
r 

ch
ild

re
n 

to
 le

ar
n 

ce
rt

ai
n 

th
in

gs
 fa

st
er

an
d 

m
or

e 
ea

si
ly

. M
os

t i
m

po
rt

an
t, 

ho
w

ev
er

, i
s 

th
e 

re
al

iz
at

io
n 

th
at

ho
w

 a
 c

hi
ld

 is
 r

ec
ei

ve
d,

 a
cc

ep
te

d,
 s

tim
ul

at
ed

, a
nd

 a
pp

re
ci

at
ed

 in

hi
s 

ho
m

e 
an

d 
ho

w
 h

e 
le

ar
ns

 to
 fe

el
 a

bo
ut

 h
im

se
lf 

ha
ve

 g
re

at

in
flu

en
ce

 o
n 

ho
w

 h
e 

liv
es

 a
nd

 g
ro

w
s 

in
to

 a
du

lth
oo

d.

G
en

er
al

ly
sp

ea
ki

ng
,

as
a

ch
ild

 b
ec

om
es

 o
ld

er
 th

er
e

ar
e

ce
rt

ai
n 

ac
tiv

iti
es

 h
e 

ca
n 

be
 e

xp
ec

te
d 

to
 d

o 
be

st
 in

 te
rm

s 
of

 h
is

m
us

cl
e 

an
d 

bo
ne

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

t, 
hi

s 
ne

ur
ol

og
ic

al
 m

at
ur

at
io

n,
 h

is

ex
pe

rie
nc

e,
 a

nd
 h

is
 e

m
ot

io
na

l a
nd

 in
te

lle
ct

ua
l g

ro
w

th
. N

o 
lo

ng
er

is
it 

th
ou

gh
t t

ha
t a

 c
hi

ld
le

ft 
to

 h
im

se
lf 

w
ill

 d
ev

el
op

 to
 h

is

hi
gh

es
t p

ot
en

tia
l.

F
or

 th
e 

m
os

t p
ar

t, 
th

e 
m

or
e 

he
 le

ar
ns

 th
e

m
or

e 
he

is
 r

ea
dy

 to
 le

ar
n 

an
d 

th
e 

m
or

e 
he

 o
pe

ns
 h

im
se

lf 
to

fu
rt

he
r 

le
ar

ni
ng

 a
nd

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

t. 
C

hi
ld

re
n,

 fr
om

 in
fa

nc
y,

 m
us

t

be
 e

nc
ou

ra
ge

d 
to

he
ar

,
sm

el
l,

ta
st

e,
fe

el
,

se
e 

an
d 

us
e 

th
ei

r

m
us

cl
es

 in
 o

rd
er

 fo
r 

th
em

 to
 b

ec
om

e 
in

cr
ea

si
ng

ly
 c

ap
ab

le
 in

 a
ll

of
 th

es
e 

ar
ea

s.
 T

he
y 

m
us

t m
ov

e 
ab

ou
t, 

be
 w

ith
 p

eo
pl

e 
an

d 
le

ar
n

to
 d

o 
th

in
gs

, a
ll 

of
 w

hi
ch

 c
a!

! f
or

 m
uc

h 
m

or
e 

sh
ow

in
g

ho
w

 o
n

th
e 

pa
re

nt
's

 p
ar

t w
he

n 
th

e 
ch

ild
 is

 v
is

ua
lly

 im
pa

ire
d 

th
an

 if
 h

e 
is

no
t. 

T
al

ki
ng

 w
ith

 c
hi

ld
re

n 
so

 th
ey

 le
ar

n 
th

at
 w

or
ds

 m
ak

e 
se

ns
e,

th
at

 w
or

ds
 c

au
se

 a
nd

 d
es

cr
ib

e 
ac

tio
ns

 a
nd

 r
ea

ct
io

ns
 a

nd
 th

at

w
or

ds
 h

el
p 

th
em

 k
no

w
 th

em
se

lv
es

 a
nd

 o
th

er
 p

eo
pl

e 
is

 n
ow

 fe
lt

to
 b

e 
on

e 
of

 th
e 

m
os

t i
m

po
rt

an
t w

ay
s 

of
 e

na
bl

in
g 

a
ch

ild
 to

le
ar

n 
an

d 
to

 b
ec

om
e 

op
en

 to
 le

ar
ni

ng
 m

or
e.

.A
s 

w
as

pr
ev

io
us

ly
no

te
d,

 m
os

t p
er

so
ns

 to
da

y 
w

ho
 a

re

kn
ow

le
dg

ea
bl

e
ab

ou
t c

hi
'd

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

t f
ee

l
th

at
 th

er
e

is
a

ce
rt

ai
n

or
de

r 
to

 h
ow

 c
hi

ld
re

n
gr

ow
 a

nd
le

ar
n

em
ot

io
na

lly
,

ph
ys

ic
al

ly
, i

nt
el

le
ct

ua
lly

 a
nd

 s
oc

ia
lly

. T
hi

s 
or

de
r 

is
 a

ffe
ct

ed
 b

y

th
e 

pe
rs

on
s 

ar
ou

nd
 th

em
, t

he
 r

es
t o

f t
he

ir 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

t a
nd

 th
e

bi
ol

og
ic

al
 "

se
lv

es
" 

w
ith

 w
hi

ch
 th

e 
yo

un
gs

te
rs

 a
re

 b
or

n.
 In

 a
ny

on
e 

ch
ild

, t
he

re
 c

an
 b

e 
fa

st
er

gr
ow

th
 in

 o
ne

 p
ar

t o
f h

is
 b

ei
ng

th
an

in
an

ot
he

r.
W

ith
in

th
e

ge
ne

ra
l

gr
ow

th
an

d
le

ar
ni

ng

se
qu

en
ce

, e
ac

h 
ch

ild
 is

 e
no

ug
h

di
ffe

re
nt

 a
t a

 g
iv

en
 c

hr
on

ol
og

ic
al

po
in

t
to

 m
ak

e 
co

m
pa

rin
g 

ch
ild

re
n 

by
 a

ge
 n

ot
us

ef
ul

, e
ve

n

m
is

le
ad

in
g.

 E
qu

al
ly

 im
po

rt
an

t w
ith

 h
ow

 q
ui

ck
ly

 a
 c

hi
ld

 g
ro

w
s,

m
at

ur
es

, a
nd

 d
ev

el
op

s 
is

 h
ow

 h
e 

co
nt

in
ue

s 
to

fe
el

 a
bo

ut
 h

im
se

lf

an
d 

hi
s 

w
or

th
 a

s 
a 

pe
rs

on
. E

sp
ec

ia
lly

 m
us

t i
t b

e
re

m
em

be
re

d
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th
at

 h
ow

 c
hi

ld
re

n 
fe

el
 a

bo
ut

 th
em

se
lv

es
 m

os
t o

fte
n 

re
su

lts
 fr

om

ho
w

 th
ey

 th
in

k 
th

os
e 

w
ho

 a
re

 c
lo

se
 to

 th
em

 fe
el

 a
bo

ut
 th

em
.

T
hi

s 
m

ak
es

 it
 im

pe
ra

tiv
e 

th
at

 a
 c

hi
ld

 b
e 

kn
ow

n 
in

 th
e 

fu
lln

es
s 

of

hi
s 

pe
rs

on
 r

at
he

r 
th

an
 s

im
pl

y 
as

 a
 c

hi
ld

 w
ho

 is
 v

is
ua

lly
 im

pa
ire

d.

H
ow

 C
hi

ld
re

n 
Le

ar
n

T
he

 p
rin

ci
pl

es
 w

hi
ch

 fo
llo

w
 a

ffo
rd

 a
 fr

am
e 

of
 r

ef
er

en
ce

w
hi

ch
 o

rg
an

iz
es

 th
e 

ba
si

c 
le

ar
ni

ng
 a

nd
 d

ev
el

op
m

en
ta

l p
ro

ce
ss

es
.

T
he

 p
rin

ci
pl

es
 a

re
 n

ot
 in

 o
rd

er
, n

ec
es

sa
ril

y,
 e

ith
er

 a
s 

th
ey

 o
cc

ur

in
 ti

m
e 

or
 r

eg
ar

di
ng

 im
po

rt
an

ce
. F

or
 th

e 
m

os
t p

ar
t t

he
y 

ar
e 

so

in
te

rr
el

at
ed

th
at

 a
bs

ol
ut

e 
se

pa
ra

tio
n

in
to

a
di

st
in

ct
 s

eq
ue

nc
e

w
ou

ld
 b

e 
im

po
ss

ib
le

. S
om

e 
of

 th
e 

ex
am

pl
es

 g
iv

en
, o

r 
sp

ec
iff

c:

pr
in

ci
pl

es
, c

ou
ld

 s
er

ve
 a

s 
ill

us
tr

at
io

ns
 fo

r 
ot

he
r 

pr
in

ci
pl

es
. W

ith

th
es

e 
th

ou
gh

ts
 in

m
in

d,
 th

is
 o

ve
r-

vi
ew

 o
f t

he
 w

ay
s 

in
 w

hi
ch

le
ar

ni
ng

 a
nd

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

t t
ak

e 
pl

ac
e 

is
 to

 b
e 

co
ns

id
er

ed
.

In
 g

en
er

al
, a

 c
hi

ld
 le

ar
ns

 a
nd

 d
ev

el
op

s:
F

ro
m

 m
or

e 
bo

dy
, i

nv
ol

ve
m

en
t T

o 
le

ss
 b

od
y 

in
vo

lv
em

en
t

E
xa

m
pl

e:
 T

he
 c

hi
ld

 b
eg

in
s 

fir
st

 to
 r

ea
ch

 fo
r 

an
 o

bj
ec

t w
ith

 h
is

w
ho

le
 b

od
y.

 A
s 

he
 p

ro
gr

es
se

s,
 h

e 
be

co
m

es
 c

ap
ab

le
 o

f
re

ac
hi

ng
 b

y 
us

e 
of

 th
e 

ar
m

 a
nd

 h
an

d 
on

ly
. T

he
 r

es
t

of
 th

e 
bo

dy
 b

ec
om

es
 in

cr
ea

si
ng

ly
us

ed
 v

ol
un

ta
ril

y
on

ly
 a

s
it

is
ne

ce
ss

ar
y 

to
 a

cc
om

pl
is

h 
th

e 
pa

rt
ic

ul
ar

re
ac

hi
ng

 p
ro

bl
em

.

F
ro

m
 la

rg
e 

m
us

cl
e 

us
ag

eT
o 

sm
al

l m
us

cl
e 

us
ag

e

E
xa

m
pl

e:
 T

he
 c

hi
ld

 le
ar

ni
ng

 to
 u

nd
re

ss
 h

im
se

lf 
us

ua
lly

 is
 a

bl
e

to
 ta

ke
 o

ff 
hi

s 
sh

irt
 o

r 
ha

t b
ef

or
e 

he
 is

 a
bl

e 
to

 u
nd

o
a 

bu
tto

n.

'1
8

F
ro

m
 th

e 
fa

m
ili

ar
T

o 
th

e 
un

fa
m

ili
ar

E
xa

m
pl

e:
 T

he
 c

hi
ld

 w
ho

 h
as

 le
ar

ne
d 

to
 k

no
w

 o
ne

 d
og

 w
ill

 b
e

m
or

e 
re

ce
pt

iv
e 

to
 o

th
er

 d
og

s 
in

 o
th

er
 s

et
tin

gs
.

F
ro

m
 s

im
pl

e 
ta

sk
sT

o 
ha

rd
er

 ta
sk

s

E
xa

m
pl

e:
 T

he
 c

hi
ld

le
ar

ns
fir

st
to

 p
ut

 o
ne

 b
ox

 in
si

de
 th

e
se

co
nd

; h
e 

th
en

 c
an

 "
ne

st
" 

th
re

e,
 fo

ur
, e

tc
.

F
ro

m
 im

m
ed

ia
te

 c
on

ce
rn

sT
o 

re
m

ot
e 

co
nc

er
ns

E
xa

m
pl

e:
 T

he
 c

hi
ld

 b
eg

in
s 

fir
st

 to
 u

nd
er

st
an

d 
ho

w
 to

 w
ai

t "
ju

st
a 

m
om

en
t"

 b
ef

or
e 

hi
s 

w
al

k.
 H

e 
th

en
 le

ar
ns

 to
 w

ai
t

fo
r 

in
cr

ea
si

ng
ly

 lo
ng

er
 p

er
io

ds
 o

f t
im

e.
 A

fte
r 

su
ffi

ci
en

t
ex

pe
rie

nc
e 

of
 th

is
ki

nd
,

he
 fi

na
lly

 k
no

w
s 

w
ha

t i
s

m
ea

nt
 w

he
n 

he
 is

 to
ld

 in
 th

e 
m

or
ni

ng
 th

at
 th

e 
w

al
k

w
ill

 ta
ke

 p
la

ce
 "

af
te

r 
yo

ur
 n

ap
."

F
ro

m
 s

ho
rt

 a
tte

nt
io

n 
sp

an
--

T
o 

in
cr

ea
se

d 
at

te
nt

io
n 

sp
an

F
ro

m
 o

ne
 c

on
ce

rn
T

o 
se

ve
ra

l c
on

ce
rn

s

E
xa

m
pl
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 p
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 d
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ra
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 c
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 b
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 m
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 p
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 b
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 d
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 s
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t l
ea

rn
 w

he
n

he
lp

 fr
om

 o
th

er
s 

sh
ou

ld
 b
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 m
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 b
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 d
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t d
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re
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at
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 p

at
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 p

ro
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 r
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, p
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as
.

P
H

Y
S

IC
A

L 
G

R
O

W
T

H
 A

N
D

 D
E

V
E

LO
P

M
E

N
T

A
s 

ch
ild

re
n 

m
at

ur
e 

an
d 

le
ar

n 
to

 u
se

 th
ei

r 
bo

di
es

 in
 in

cr
ea

s-

in
gl

y 
co

m
pl

ex
 w

ay
s,

 c
er

ta
in

 d
ire

ct
io

ns
 a

re
 ta

ke
n:

W
he

n 
yo

un
gs

te
rs

 a
re

 q
ui

te
 s

m
al

l t
he

ir 
ac

tiv
iti

es
 in

vo
lv

e 
th
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 b
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ra
l b
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 p
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 b
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 d
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t m
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l w
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d
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 o
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 c
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 o
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 p
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f c
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 m
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 m
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 d
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 c
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 d
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 c
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so
 d

oe
s 

th
e 

ab
ili

ty

to
 te

ac
h 

on
es

el
f t

hr
ou

gh
 w

or
ds

 a
nd

 to
 th

in
k 

w
ith

 w
or

ds
.

S
om

e 
pa

re
nt

s 
ar

e 
na

tu
ra

lly
 m

or
e 

ta
lk

at
iv

e 
th

an
 o

th
er

s.
V

is
ua

lly
 im

pa
ire

d 
bo

ys
 a

nd

gi
rls

 h
av

e 
to

 h
ea

r
sp

ee
ch

 o
r 

th
ey

 a
re

 c
ut

 o
ff 

fr
om

 th
e 

w
or

ld
 a

ro
un

d
th

em
.

If

pa
re

nt
s 

an
d 

ot
he

rs
 in

 a
 fa

m
ily

 a
re

re
la

tiv
el

y 
qu

ie
t a

nd
 r

el
at

e 
m

or
e 

by
 g

es
tu

re
 th

an

by
 w

or
ds

 th
ey

m
us

t m
ak

e
sp

ec
ia

l
ef

fo
rt

s
to

ta
lk

m
or

e
as

 th
ei

r 
m

ea
ns

 o
f

co
m

m
un

ic
at

io
n 

w
ith

 th
e 

vi
su

al
ly

 im
pa

ire
d 

yo
un

gs
te

r.
A

t f
irs

t, 
w

hi
le

 th
e 

ch
ild

 is
 s

til
l

an
 in

fa
nt

, t
he

 to
pi

c 
of

 c
on

ve
rs

at
io

n 
is

 n
ot

 w
ha

t i
s 

im
po

rt
an

t R
at

he
r,

 it
 is

 h
ol

di
ng

 h
im

,

lo
vi

ng
 h

im
 a

nd
 le

tti
ng

 h
im

 h
ea

r 
a 

fa
m

ili
ar

 v
oi

ce
. L

at
er

, h
e 

ca
n 

be
 ta

lk
ed

 to
 a

bo
ut

 h
is

ex
pe

rie
nc

es
.

T
hi

ng
s 

an
d 

ac
tio

ns
 c

an
 b

e 
na

m
ed

 fo
r 

hi
m

 a
s 

he
 e

nc
ou

nt
er

s
an

d/
or

 d
oe

s 
th

em
. A

s

hi
s

un
de

rs
ta

nd
in

g 
an

d 
vo

ca
bu

la
ry

 g
ro

w
, h

e 
w

ill
 b

e 
in

cr
ea

si
ng

ly
 a

bl
e 

to
 fo

llo
w

di
re

ct
io

ns
, t

o 
do

 s
im

pl
e 

ac
tio

ns
 o

r 
to

 a
ns

w
er

 s
im

pl
e 

qu
es

tio
ns

.

S
in

ce
 th

e 
ch

ild
 w

ith
 li

ttl
e 

or
 n

o 
vi

si
on

 c
w

t./
at

 s
ee

 h
ow

 a
 p

er
so

n
fe

el
s 

by
 th

e 
fa

ci
al

ex
pr

es
si

on
 o

r 
by

 th
e 

po
st

ur
e,

 a
tti

tu
de

s 
an

d 
co

nd
iti

on
s 

m
us

t
be

 c
on

ve
ye

d 
by

 w
or

ds
.
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ch
at

te
rs

 a
nd

 b
ab

bl
es

un
de

rs
ta

nd
s 

so
m

e 
la

ng
ua

ge
, o

fte
n

re
sp

on
ds

 to
 s

uc
h 

di
re

ct
io

ns
 a

s

"c
om

e 
he

re
"

ca
n

po
in

t
to

ce
rt

ai
n

pa
rt

s
of

bo
dy

!e
ar

s,
ey

es
,

no
se

,
et

c.
)

an
d 

fa
m

ili
ar

 o
bj

ec
ts

 in
 r

oo
m

lis
te

ns
 to

 r
hy

m
es

, s
on

gs
, i

nt
er

es
t-

in
g 

so
un

d 
re

pe
tit

io
ns

 fo
r 

sh
or

t

pe
rio

ds

be
gi

ns
to

lo
ok

se
le

ct
iv

el
y

at

ni
ct

ur
e 

bo
ok

s

na
m

es
ba

ll 
an

d 
ca

rr
ie

s 
ou

t t
w

o

di
re

ct
io

ns

in
di

ca
te

s 
ne

ed
s 

or
 d

es
ire

s

us
es

 le
ss

 n
on

ve
rb

al
 ja

rg
on

ha
s 

in
cr

ea
si

ng
 v

oc
ab

ul
ar

y,
 b

eg
in

s

to
us

e
pr

on
ou

ns
("

m
e,

"
"m

in
e"

)

us
es

 tw
o 

an
d

th
re

e 
w

or
d 

se
n-

te
nc

es
, t

o 
ex

pr
es

s 
an

 id
ea

un
de

rs
ta

nd
s 

si
m

pl
e 

di
re

ct
io

ns
 a

nd

re
qu

es
ts

co
nv

er
se

s 
w

ith
 d

ol
ls

 a
nd

 s
el

f (
pe

r-

ha
ps

 m
uc

h 
ja

rg
on

 s
til

l)

as
ks

 n
am

es
 o

f t
hi

ng
s

lis
te

ns
 to

 s
im

pl
e 

st
or

ie
s 

(e
sp

ec
ia

lly
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In
 th

is
 w

ay
, t

he
 c

hi
ld

 c
an

 b
eg

in
 to

 r
ea

liz
e 

th
at

 w
or

ds
 a

pp
ly

 to
 m

or
e

th
an

 ju
st

 th
o'

z:
.

th
in

gs
 w

hi
ch

 c
an

 b
e 

to
uc

he
d 

an
d 

he
 c

an
 b

eg
in

 to
 u

nd
er

st
an

d
w

ha
t f

ee
lin

gs
 a

re
.

A
t f

irs
t,

al
m

os
t a

ny
 w

or
ds

 w
ill

 d
o 

in
 c

om
m

un
ic

at
in

g 
ve

rb
al

ly
 w

ith
 th

e 
vi

su
al

ly

im
pa

ire
d 

ch
ild

, s
in

ce
 e

ss
en

tia
lly

,
it

is
 th

e 
w

ar
m

th
 o

f e
xp

re
ss

io
n 

th
at

 th
e 

ch
ild

 h
ea

rs
.

R
at

he
r 

qu
ic

kl
y,

 h
ow

ev
er

, t
he

 c
hi

ld
 w

ill
 b

eg
in

 to
 a

ct
ua

lly
 u

nd
er

st
an

d 
th

e 
w

or
ds

, a
nd

at
 th

is
 p

oi
nt

,
it

is
 im

po
rt

an
t t

ha
t w

or
ds

 b
e 

ch
os

en
 to

 r
el

at
e 

pr
ec

is
el

y 
to

 a
ct

ua
l

ex
pe

rie
nc

es
 a

nd
 a

ct
io

ns
. F

or
 e

xa
m

pl
e,

 la
p 

ga
m

es
 n

ot
 o

nl
y 

ha
ve

 th
e 

va
lu

e 
of

 p
hy

si
ca

l

co
nt

ac
t b

et
w

ee
n 

pa
re

nt
s 

an
d 

ch
ild

, t
he

y 
in

tr
od

uc
e 

w
or

ds
re

la
te

d 
to

 o
bj

ec
ts

 a
nd

ac
tio

ns
.

"P
at

ty
-c

ak
e"

 a
nd

 "
T

hi
s

Li
ttl

e
P

ig
"

ar
e 

go
od

 e
xa

m
pl

es
. G

am
es

 in
vo

lv
in

g

to
uc

hi
ng

 a
nd

 n
am

in
g 

bo
dy

 p
ar

ts
 a

re
 e

xc
el

le
nt

. O
th

er
 g

am
es

 s
im

ila
r 

in
 p

rin
ci

pl
e 

ca
n

be
 in

ve
nt

ed
 to

 s
er

ve
 a

 p
ar

tic
ul

ar
 le

ar
ni

ng
 n

ee
d.

 T
al

ki
ng

 a
bo

ut
 e

xp
er

ie
nc

es
 a

s 
th

ey

oc
cu

r
is

es
se

nt
ia

l.
C

om
m

en
ts

 r
eg

ar
di

ng
fe

el
in

gs
,

at
tit

ud
es

,
fa

ci
al

ex
pr

es
si

on
s 

ar
e

im
po

rt
an

t,
if 

m
ad

e 
in

 m
an

ne
r 

su
ite

d 
to

 th
e 

ch
ild

 c
on

ce
rn

ed
. T

al
ki

ng
 a

bo
ut

 a
 to

y

(h
ow

 it
fe

el
s,

lo
ok

s,
 s

ou
nd

s,
 s

m
el

ls
, a

nd
 w

ha
t i

t
do

es
) 

w
ill

ha
ve

 a
 li

ke
 e

ffe
ct

.

V
er

ba
lly

 d
es

cr
ib

in
g 

ac
tio

ns
 a

s 
th

e 
ch

ild
 is

 b
at

he
d 

or
 a

s 
he

 b
eg

in
s 

to
 w

as
h 

hi
s 

ow
n

ha
nd

s,
 m

ak
es

 s
uc

h 
ex

pe
rie

nc
es

 m
or

e 
he

lp
fu

l t
o 

hi
m

.

F
re

qu
en

tly
 p

eo
pl

e 
w

on
de

r 
if 

th
ey

 s
ho

ul
d 

us
e 

w
or

ds
 u

su
al

ly
 th

ou
gh

t
of

 in
 r

el
at

io
n 

to

vi
si

on
 in

 th
e 

pr
es

en
ce

 o
f t

he
ir 

ch
ild

. W
or

ds
 s

uc
h 

as
 s

ee
 a

nd
 lo

ok
 a

re
 c

om
m

on
w

or
ds

fo
r 

m
os

t p
eo

pl
e 

an
d 

sh
ou

ld
 c

er
ta

in
ly

 b
e 

fr
ee

ly
 u

se
d.

 A
s 

th
e

ch
ild

 b
ec

om
es

 o
ld

er
 h

e

w
ill

 n
ee

d 
to

 b
e 

to
ld

 th
at

 p
eo

pl
e 

se
e 

an
d 

lo
ok

 in
 d

iff
er

en
t w

ay
s;

 s
om

e
us

in
g 

th
ei

r



lik
es

 th
os

e 
fa

m
ili

ar
)

us
es

 n
am

es
 o

f f
am

ili
ar

 o
bj

ec
ts

ta
lk

s
in

sh
or

t
se

nt
en

ce
s,

us
es

pl
ur

al
s,

 p
as

t t
en

se
, p

re
po

si
tio

ns
,

pe
rs

on
al

 p
ro

no
un

s

re
fe

rs
to

se
lf

as
"I

,"
ca

n

gi
ve

/id
en

tif
y

se
x

an
d

kn
ow

s

ow
n 

na
m

e

ob
ey

s
tw

o
pr

ep
os

iti
on

al
co

m
-

m
an

ds

gi
ve

s 
ac

tio
n 

in
 p

ic
tu

re
 b

oo
ks

us
es

 la
ng

ua
ge

 e
as

ily
 to

 te
ll 

st
or

y

or
 to

re
la

te
an

 id
ea

,
fe

el
in

g,

de
si

re
, o

r 
pr

ob
le

m
s

lis
te

ns
, a

nd
 c

an
 b

e 
re

as
on

ed
 w

ith

ve
rb

al
ly

is
ca

pa
bl

e 
of

 s
pe

ec
h 

un
de

rs
ta

nd
-

ab
le

 b
y 

fa
m

ily
 a

nd
 b

y 
th

os
e

ou
ts

id
e

na
m

es
on

e
or

m
or

e
co

lo
rs

co
rr

ec
tly

ob
ey

s
fiv

e
pr

ep
os

iti
on

al
co

m
m

an
ds

as
ks

 e
nd

le
ss

 q
ue

st
io

ns

sp
ea

ks
 o

f i
m

ag
in

ar
y 

co
nd

iti
on

s

of
te

n 
m

ix
es

 fa
ct

 a
nd

 fa
nt

as
y

ca
lls

 n
am

es
, b

ra
gs

ha
nd

s 
an

d 
fin

ge
rs

, o
th

er
s 

us
in

g 
th

ei
r 

ey
es

. T
he

 w
or

ds
 s

uc
h

as
 b

lin
d 

an
d 

vi
su

al
ly

im
pa

ire
d 

sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
us

ed
 if

 th
ey

 a
re

 u
se

d 
ac

cu
ra

te
ly

.
If 

a 
yo

un
gs

te
r 

ha
s 

so
m

e 
si

gh
t,

he
 is

 n
ot

 b
lin

d 
bu

t v
is

ua
lly

 im
pa

ire
d.

T
he

 r
ea

l w
or

ld
 o

f m
an

y 
vi

su
al

ly
 im

pa
ire

d 
ch

ild
re

n
is

 a
t f

irs
t o

nl
y 

as
 fa

r 
as

 th
ei

r

ar
m

s 
an

d 
ha

nd
s 

ca
n 

re
ac

h.
 T

he
 s

ig
ht

ed
 in

fa
nt

 "
ta

lk
s"

 to
 th

e 
to

y 
w

hi
ch

 h
e 

se
es

,

th
ou

gh
 it

 m
ay

 b
e 

ly
in

g 
or

 h
an

gi
ng

 w
el

l b
ey

on
d 

hi
s 

re
ac

h.
 T

he
 v

is
ua

lly
 im

pa
ire

d

yo
un

gs
te

r 
m

ay
 n

ot
 b

e 
aw

ar
e 

th
at

 a
 to

y 
is

 n
ea

rb
y,

 u
nl

es
s 

it
is

 w
ith

in
 a

rm
's

 r
ea

ch

an
d 

he
 to

uc
he

s 
it.

 T
hi

s 
is

 s
uf

fic
ie

nt
 r

ea
so

n 
fo

r 
pl

ac
in

g 
a 

va
rie

ty
 o

f t
oy

s 
w

ith
in

ea
sy

fin
di

ng
 r

an
ge

 a
nd

 fo
r 

te
ac

hi
ng

 th
e 

ch
ild

 to
 e

xp
lo

re
 th

e 
su

rr
ou

nd
in

g
ar

ea
 in

 o
rd

er
 to

se
e 

w
ha

t i
s 

th
er

e.

If 
vi

su
al

ly
 im

pa
ire

d 
bo

ys
 a

nd
 g

irl
s 

ha
ve

so
m

e 
vi

si
on

, i
t i

s 
im

po
rt

an
t t

o 
fin

d 
ou

t i
n

w
ha

t w
ay

s 
it 

ca
n 

be
 m

ad
e 

us
ef

ul
 in

 le
ar

ni
ng

.
If 

th
e 

ch
ild

 c
an

 s
ee

 c
ol

or
s,

 h
e 

sh
ou

ld

le
ar

n 
co

lo
rs

;
if 

he
 c

an
 s

ee
 p

ic
tu

re
s 

in
 b

oo
ks

, h
e 

sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
he

lp
ed

 in
 le

ar
ni

ng
to

re
co

gn
iz

e 
w

ha
t t

he
 p

ic
tu

re
s 

sh
ow

 (
st

ar
tin

g 
w

ith
 th

e
ve

ry
 s

im
pl

es
t a

nd
 c

le
ar

es
t

ill
us

tr
at

io
n)

. S
ho

ul
d 

he
 h

av
e 

ve
ry

 li
ttl

e
or

 n
o 

us
ef

ul
 v

is
io

n,
 s

im
pl

e 
bo

ok
s 

ca
n 

be

m
ad

e 
w

hi
ch

 w
ill

 s
tim

ul
at

e 
hi

s 
in

te
re

st
. T

he
 b

oo
ks

, a
t f

irs
t, 

w
ou

ld
 h

av
e 

on
ly

tw
o 

or
th

re
e 

pa
ge

s 
w

ith
 c

ov
er

s 
fo

rm
ed

 fr
om

 c
or

ru
ga

te
d 

bo
xe

s.
 O

n 
ea

ch
pa

ge
 c

ou
ld

 b
e

fa
st

en
ed

a
re

al
ob

je
ct

 in
te

re
st

in
g 

to
 th

e 
to

uc
h 

(b
lo

ck
, c

ot
to

n,
 m

itt
en

).
.

s 
th

e

yo
un

gs
te

r 
m

at
ur

es
, t

he
se

 h
om

em
ad

e 
bo

ok
s 

ca
n 

be
co

m
e 

a 
lit

tle
 m

or
e 

el
ab

or
at

e.

W
or

ds
 m

ay
 b

e 
us

ed
 to

 te
ac

h 
ar

ith
m

et
ic

 id
ea

s 
bu

t t
he

 c
hi

ld
's

 v
er

ba
l i

ns
tr

uc
tio

n 
m

us
t
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in
cr

ea
se

s
vo

ca
bu

la
ry

th
ou

gh

w
or

ds
 m

ay
 b

e 
m

is
us

ed

as
ks

 q
ue

st
io

ns
 a

bo
ut

 m
ea

ni
ng

s

kn
ow

s 
fo

ur
 c

ol
or

s

ca
rr

ie
s 

ou
t t

hr
ee

 d
ire

ct
io

ns

te
lls

 a
 lo

ng
 fa

m
ili

ar
 s

to
ry

ca
n 

co
un

t a
s 

m
an

y 
as

 fo
ur

 it
em

s

un
de

rs
ta

nd
s 

so
m

e 
ab

st
ra

ct
 w

or
ds

lik
es

 to
 b

e 
re

ad
 to

, l
ik

es
 to

 lo
ok

at
 b

oo
ks

in
te

re
st

ed
 in

 n
um

be
rs

us
es

co
nn

ec
tin

g
w

or
ds

 s
uc

h
as

"a
nd

"
to

m
ak

e
lo

ng
er

se
nt

en
ce

s

aw
ar

e
of

m
is

ta
ke

s
in

ot
he

rs
'

s9
ee

ch

ap
t t

o 
us

e 
sl

an
g

ca
n 

us
e 

te
le

ph
on

e

un
de

rs
ta

nd
s 

se
as

on
s 

of
 y

ea
r 

an
d

ba
si

c 
tim

e 
in

te
rv

al
s

ca
n

re
co

gn
iz

e
pe

nn
ie

s,
ni

ck
el

s,

di
m

es

ca
n 

te
ll 

ho
w

 tw
o 

si
m

ila
r 

ob
je

ct
s

di
ffe

r

ca
n 

co
un

t m
ea

ni
ng

fu
lly

 a
bo

ve
 1

0

ca
n 

w
rit

e 
or

 p
rin

t o
w

n 
na

m
e 

an
d

a 
fe

w
 o

th
er

 w
or

ds

50

be
 a

cc
om

pa
ni

ed
 b

y 
th

e 
ex

pe
rie

nc
e 

of
 a

ct
ua

lly
 c

ou
nt

in
g 

re
al

 o
bj

ec
ts

. A
w

ar
en

es
s 

of

ho
w

 m
an

y 
ha

nd
s 

an
d 

fe
et

 c
an

 c
om

e 
fir

st
; t

he
n,

 h
ow

 m
an

y 
fin

ge
rs

 o
n 

on
e 

ha
nd

 o
r

ho
w

 m
an

y 
th

um
bs

. L
at

er
 w

ill
 c

om
e 

th
e 

co
un

tin
g 

of
 c

ha
irs

, t
oy

s 
an

d 
so

 o
n.

S
ki

lls
 h

av
in

g 
to

 d
o 

w
ith

 s
uc

h 
ob

je
ct

s 
as

 m
on

ey
 a

nd
 th

e 
te

le
ph

on
e 

ca
n 

be
 ta

ug
ht

w
he

n 
th

e 
ch

ild
ha

s 
go

od
 fi

ng
er

 c
on

tr
ol

 a
s 

w
el

l a
s 

th
e 

aw
ar

en
es

s 
of

 w
ha

t t
he

se

ob
je

ct
s 

ar
e 

an
d 

ho
w

 th
ey

 a
re

us
ed

.
R

ep
ea

te
d 

de
m

on
st

ra
tio

ns
 o

f t
he

ir 
us

e 
w

ill

ac
ce

le
ra

te
 th

e 
le

ar
ni

ng
 p

ro
ce

ss
.



is
be

gi
nn

in
g

to
di

st
in

gu
is

h
ie

ft

fr
om

 r
ig

ht
 o

n 
hi

m
se

lf 
bu

t n
ot

ye
t o

n 
ot

he
rs

2.
 F

 I 
N

E
 M

O
T

O
R

 (
H

A
N

D
/E

Y
E

H
A

N
D

/E
A

R
/E

Y
E

)
C

O
O

R
D

IN
A

T
IO

N

T
he

 C
hi

ld
:

ca
n 

fis
t h

an
ds

, c
le

nc
h 

on
 c

on
ta

ct

im
m

ed
ia

te
ly

 d
ro

ps
 to

ys
 p

ut
 in

to
ha

nd
s

re
ga

rd
s 

ob
je

ct
s 

in
 li

ne
 o

f v
is

io
n

on
ly

, f
ol

lo
w

s 
ob

je
ct

 to
 m

id
lin

e
of

 b
od

y

lis
te

ns
 to

 b
el

l b
y 

re
du

ci
ng

 g
en

er
al

ac
tiv

ity

en
ga

ge
s 

ha
nd

s 
at

 m
id

lin
e

ca
n 

fo
llo

w
 w

ith
 e

ye
s 

a 
sl

ow
ly

m
ov

in
g 

ob
je

ct

ca
n 

ac
tiv

at
e 

ar
m

s 
at

 s
ig

ht
of

da
ng

lin
g 

to
y

us
es

 tw
o-

ha
nd

 a
pp

ro
ac

h 
to

ob
je

ct
s,

 s
cr

at
ch

es
, c

lu
tc

he
s

gr
as

ps
 w

ith
 p

al
m

s,
 h

ol
ds

sm
al

l
ob

je
ct

s

re
ga

rd
s 

to
y 

in
 h

an
d,

 ta
ke

s 
it 

to
m

ou
th

lo
ok

s 
fr

om
 h

an
d 

to
 o

bj
ec

t w
he

n
si

tti
ng

at
te

m
pt

s 
to

 r
eg

ai
n 

lo
st

 o
bj

ec
t

2,
.
If 

a 
ch

ild
 h

as
 n

o 
vi

si
on

, h
an

d 
an

d 
ey

e 
do

 n
ot

 'w
or

k 
to

ge
th

er
. I

ns
te

ad
, t

he
 e

ar
 a

nd

ha
nd

 m
us

t l
ea

rn
 to

 fu
nc

tio
n 

as
 a

 te
am

. T
hi

s 
co

or
di

na
tio

n 
ca

n 
be

 a
ch

ie
ve

d 
bu

t o
nl

y

th
ro

ug
h 

m
uc

h 
ex

pe
rie

nc
e 

an
d 

at
 a

 la
te

r 
tim

e 
in

 a
 c

hi
ld

's
 d

ev
el

op
m

en
t t

ha
n 

ey
e/

ha
nd

co
or

di
na

tio
n.

W
ha

te
ve

r 
vi

si
on

 th
e 

ch
ild

 h
as

 s
ho

ul
d 

be
 u

se
d 

to
 b

es
t a

dv
an

ta
ge

, a
nd

 m
ay

 b
e 

en
ou

gh

to
 e

na
bl

e 
hi

m
 to

 d
ev

el
op

 e
ye

/h
an

d 
w

or
ki

ng
 to

ge
th

er
 in

 c
er

ta
in

 s
itu

at
io

ns
 a

nd
 a

t

ce
rt

ai
n 

di
st

an
ce

s.

O
f g

re
at

 im
po

rt
an

ce
 to

 th
e 

ch
ild

's
 le

ar
ni

ng
 is

 h
is

 r
el

at
io

ns
hi

p 
w

ith
 a

 c
ar

in
g 

ad
ul

t a
nd

th
e 

am
ou

nt
 o

f t
im

e 
an

d 
in

te
re

st
 th

ey
 s

ha
re

. T
he

 v
is

ua
lly

 im
pa

ire
d 

ch
ild

, e
ve

n 
m

or
e

th
an

 m
os

t, 
ne

ed
s 

co
ns

ci
ou

s 
he

lp
 d

ur
in

g 
th

e 
ea

rly
 d

ev
el

op
m

en
t p

er
io

d.
 H

e 
ne

ed
s 

to

be
 s

tim
ul

at
ed

in
 w

ay
s 

of
 o

bs
er

vi
ng

, e
sp

ec
ia

lly
 th

ro
ug

h 
so

un
ds

, f
ee

ls
, o

do
rs

, m
ov

e-

m
en

t.

T
he

 v
is

ua
lly

 im
pa

ire
d 

yo
un

gs
te

r 
ha

s 
to

 le
ar

n 
to

 b
ec

om
e 

cu
rio

us
 a

bo
ut

 th
e 

w
or

ld

ar
ou

nd
 h

im
. T

oy
s 

pl
ac

ed
 a

ro
un

d 
hi

m
 in

 h
is

 b
ed

, a
 p

la
y 

ta
bl

e 
at

 w
hi

ch
 h

e 
ca

n 
si

t

an
d 

on
 w

hi
ch

 a
re

 a
 fe

w
 in

te
re

st
in

g 
ob

je
ct

s,
 th

e 
pl

ay
 p

en
 w

ith
 it

s 
co

nt
en

ts
 a

ll 
se

rv
e

th
is

 p
ur

po
se

. F
ro

m
 th

e 
fir

st
 ti

m
e 

th
e 

ch
ild

 h
ol

ds
 a

nd
 s

ha
ke

s 
a 

ra
ttl

e 
an

d 
is

 a
w

ar
e 
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us
es

 o
ne

 h
an

d 
ap

pr
oa

ch
 to

 g
ra

sp
to

y

re
ac

he
s 

fo
r 

ne
ar

by
 o

bj
ec

t

ra
ke

s 
at

 s
m

al
l p

el
le

t w
ith

 w
ho

le
ha

nd

ba
ng

s,
 s

ha
ke

s,
 p

la
ys

 w
ith

 o
bj

ec
t

tr
an

sf
er

s 
to

y 
fr

om
 o

ne
 h

an
d 

to
ot

he
r

ca
pa

bl
e 

of
 c

ru
de

 r
el

ea
se

 o
f t

oy

tu
rn

s 
he

ad
 to

w
ar

d 
sp

ec
ia

l s
ou

nd

ca
n 

am
us

e 
se

lf,
 k

ee
p 

bu
sy

,
fif

te
en

 m
in

ut
es

 o
r 

so

sh
ow

s 
pr

ef
er

en
ce

 in
 m

at
er

ia
ls

se
iz

es
 a

nd
 s

po
nt

an
eo

us
ly

 r
in

gs
be

ll

vo
lu

nt
ar

ily
 r

el
ea

se
s 

ob
je

ct

us
es

 in
de

x 
fin

ge
r 

ap
pr

oa
ch

,
th

en
gr

as
ps

 w
ith

 th
um

b 
an

d
fin

ge
r

ex
am

in
es

 to
ys

 a
nd

 o
bj

ec
ts

 w
ith

ey
es

 a
nd

 h
an

ds

lik
es

 to
 p

ut
 o

bj
ec

ts
 in

 a
nd

 o
ut

 o
f

co
nt

ai
ne

r

pl
ay

s 
se

ria
lly

 w
ith

 o
bj

ec
ts

tr
ie

s 
to

 b
ui

ld
 to

w
er

 o
f t

w
o 

cu
be

s

pu
rp

os
ef

ul
ly

 m
ov

es
 to

ys
 fr

om
 o

ne
pl

ac
e 

to
 a

no
th

er

sh
ow

s 
de

fin
ite

 in
te

re
st

 in
 w

or
ki

ng
m

ov
ab

le
 p

ar
ts

 o
f o

bj
ec

ts
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th
e 

co
nn

ec
tio

n 
be

tw
ee

n 
th

e 
sh

ak
in

g 
m

ot
io

n 
an

d 
th

e 
re

su
lti

ng
 s

ou
nd

, h
e 

be
gi

ns
 to

de
ve

lo
p 

ea
r/

ha
nd

 c
oo

rd
in

at
io

n.
 T

he
 m

or
e 

th
is

 c
oo

rd
in

at
io

n 
is

 d
ev

el
op

ed
, t

he
 m

or
e

th
e 

ch
ild

 w
ill

 b
e 

ab
le

 to
 a

dv
an

ce
 fr

om
 s

im
pl

e 
to

 fu
lle

r 
us

e 
of

 to
ys

 a
nd

 fr
om

 th
is

po
in

t t
o 

fa
r 

m
or

e 
co

m
pl

ex
 o

pe
ra

tio
ns

 s
uc

h 
as

 th
e 

pr
op

er
 e

at
in

g 
of

 fi
ng

er
 fo

od
s,

 th
e

us
e 

of
 s

im
pl

e 
m

us
ic

al
 in

st
ru

m
en

ts
, e

tc
.

It 
ha

s 
be

en
 s

ai
d 

th
at

 v
is

ua
lly

 im
pa

ire
d 

ch
ild

re
n 

ne
ed

 d
ef

in
ite

 h
el

ps
 in

 le
ar

ni
ng

 to

co
nt

ro
l t

he
ir 

he
ad

 p
os

iti
on

, t
o 

br
in

g 
th

ei
r 

ha
nd

s 
to

ge
th

er
 a

t t
he

 m
id

dl
e 

of
 th

e 
bo

dy
,

to
 c

la
sp

 th
e 

ha
nd

s 
an

d 
to

 p
la

y 
w

ith
 th

e 
fin

ge
rs

 w
hi

le
 th

e 
ha

nd
s 

ar
e 

to
ge

th
er

("
m

ut
ua

l f
in

ge
rin

g"
).

 T
o 

he
lp

 th
e 

ch
ild

 g
ai

n 
th

es
e 

ab
ili

tie
s,

 c
er

ta
in

 te
ch

ni
qu

es
 a

re
 o

f

va
lu

e.
 F

or
 e

xa
m

pl
e,

 th
e 

he
ad

 tu
rn

ed
 to

w
ar

d 
ce

rt
ai

n 
di

st
in

ct
 s

ou
nd

s 
m

ay
 e

na
bl

e 
th

e

ch
ild

in
be

tte
r 

fo
cu

si
ng

 a
tte

nt
io

n;
 th

e 
ch

ild
's

 h
an

ds
 p

la
ce

d 
on

 th
e 

bo
ttl

e 
gi

ve
n 

to

hi
m

, w
hi

le
 a

n 
ex

pl
an

at
io

n 
is

 m
ad

e 
of

 w
ha

t i
s 

be
in

g 
do

ne
 m

ay
 h

el
p 

hi
m

 in
co

rp
or

at
e

th
es

e 
ac

tio
ns

 in
hi

s 
ow

n 
re

pe
rt

oi
re

. T
he

 c
hi

ld
 w

ho
 is

 h
el

pe
d 

to
 lo

ok
 fo

r 
dr

op
pe

d

ob
je

ct
s 

an
d

is
en

co
ur

ag
ed

 to
 p

la
y 

"la
p 

ga
m

es
" 

w
ith

 th
e 

ca
rin

g 
ad

ul
t l

ea
rn

s 
in

nu
m

er
ou

s 
w

ay
s.

P
eo

pl
e 

w
ith

 m
uc

h 
ex

pe
rie

nc
e 

in
 th

is
 a

re
a 

sa
y 

th
at

 v
is

ua
lly

 im
pa

ire
d 

ch
ild

re
n 

w
ill

 u
se

th
e 

m
ou

th
 to

 e
xp

lo
re

 o
bj

ec
ts

 to
 a

bo
ut

 th
e 

sa
m

e 
ex

te
nt

 a
s 

m
os

t c
hi

ld
re

n 
if 

th
ey

ha
ve

 h
ad

 s
uf

fic
ie

nt
 e

xp
er

ie
nc

e 
in

vo
lv

in
g 

to
uc

hi
ng

 a
nd

 fe
el

in
g.

 T
he

 u
se

 o
f t

he
 m

ou
th

is
a

go
od

 e
ar

ly
 w

ay
 b

y 
w

hi
ch

 c
hi

ld
re

n
ge

t t
o 

kn
ow

 c
er

ta
in

ch
ar

ac
te

ris
tic

s 
of

w
ha

te
ve

r 
is

 b
ei

ng
 e

xp
lo

re
d.

 A
s 

ch
ild

re
n 

gr
ow

 o
ld

er
, t

he
 fe

el
 o

f a
n 

ob
je

ct
, t

he
 w

ay
 it

af
fe

ct
s 

m
us

cl
es

, i
ts

 s
m

el
l a

nd
 s

ou
nd

, a
nd

 it
s 

ac
tio

n 
in

flu
en

ce
 th

e 
in

te
re

st
 in

 it
. S

in
ce

vi
su

al
ly

im
pa

ire
d

ch
ild

re
n

ha
ve

 th
ei

r
in

te
re

st
in

ob
je

ct
s 

ge
ne

ra
te

d 
pr

im
ar

ily
 b

y



o 
ta

ke
s 

ci
rc

le
 o

ut
 o

f,
 th

en
, p

ut
s 

it
in

to
 a

 f
or

m
 b

oa
rd

lik
es

 p
ic

tu
re

 b
oo

ks

pl
ay

s 
w

ith
 b

lo
ck

s 
in

 s
im

pl
e

m
an

ne
r

im
ita

te
s 

si
m

pl
e 

th
in

gs
 h

e 
se

es
ot

he
rs

 d
o

pu
ts

 p
el

le
ts

 in
to

 b
ot

tle

m
ak

es
 to

w
er

 o
f 

tw
o 

cu
be

s

pu
ts

 s
ix

 c
ub

es
 in

 a
nd

 o
ut

 o
f 

cu
p

be
gi

ns
 to

 im
ita

te
 a

 s
tr

ok
e 

an
d

sc
ri

bb
le

s 
sp

on
ta

ne
ou

sl
y

tu
rn

s 
bo

ok
 p

ag
es

, s
ev

er
al

 a
t a

tim
e,

 th
en

 s
in

gl
y

pu
ts

 to
ge

th
er

 a
 th

re
e-

pi
ec

e 
pe

g
to

y

m
ak

es
 to

w
er

 o
f 

th
re

e 
to

 f
ou

r
cu

be
s

du
m

ps
 p

el
le

ts
 f

ro
m

 b
ot

tle

ca
n 

w
or

k 
th

re
e-

pi
ec

e 
fo

rm
bo

ar
d

im
ita

te
s 

pu
sh

in
g 

tr
ai

n

lik
es

 to
 in

ve
st

ig
at

e 
an

d 
pl

ay
 w

ith
sm

al
l o

bj
ec

ts
 s

uc
h 

as
 p

eb
bl

es
,

la
rg

e 
ob

je
ct

s 
w

hi
ch

 c
an

 b
e

pu
sh

ed
 o

r 
in

 w
hi

ch
 th

in
gs

 c
an

be
 c

ar
ri

ed

o 
lik

es
 to

 p
la

y 
w

ith
 m

es
sy

m
at

er
ia

ls
, s

uc
h 

as
 c

la
y

no
n-

vi
su

al
 m

ea
ns

 r
el

ev
an

t m
ea

ns
 o

f 
ex

pl
or

at
io

n 
m

us
t b

e 
st

ro
ng

ly
 e

nc
ou

ra
ge

d
to

en
ab

le
 th

em
 to

 m
or

e 
fu

lly
 e

xp
er

ie
nc

e 
th

e 
w

or
ld

.

T
he

 c
hi

ld
 w

ho
 is

 v
is

ua
lly

 im
pa

ir
ed

 w
ill

 b
eg

in
 to

 s
ho

w
 p

re
fe

re
nc

e 
fo

r 
ce

rt
ai

n 
to

ys

an
d 

ot
he

r 
ob

je
ct

s 
as

 h
e 

co
nt

in
ue

s 
to

 h
av

e 
ex

pe
ri

en
ce

s 
w

hi
ch

 b
ro

ad
en

 h
is

 k
no

w
le

dg
e

of
 th

em
.

C
er

ta
in

 th
in

gs
 w

ill
 f

ee
l b

et
te

r 
or

 m
or

e 
in

te
re

st
in

g,
 o

th
er

s 
m

ay
 s

ou
nd

,
or

sm
el

l, 
or

 d
o 

ac
tio

ns
 in

 w
ay

s 
th

at
 h

av
e 

sp
ec

ia
l a

pp
ea

l
.

T
hi

s 
do

es
 n

ot
 m

ea
n 

th
at

ch
ild

re
n 

sh
ou

ld
 n

ot
 b

e 
in

tr
od

uc
ed

 to
 n

ew
 o

bj
ec

ts
, o

r 
th

at
 th

ey
 c

an
no

t b
e 

he
lp

ed
to

di
sc

ov
er

 n
ew

 w
ay

s 
to

 u
se

 o
ld

 o
bj

ec
ts

. B
ut

 a
 m

ix
tu

re
 o

f 
ol

d 
an

d 
ne

w
 w

ill
 b

e 
th

e
ha

pp
ie

st
 o

ne
.

R
ea

l o
bj

ec
ts

 h
av

e 
to

 h
av

e 
m

ea
ni

ng
 to

 th
e 

vi
su

al
ly

 im
pa

ir
ed

 c
hi

ld
ov

er
 a

 p
er

io
d 

of
tim

e 
be

fo
re

 th
e 

sa
m

e 
ob

je
ct

s,
 in

 r
ep

lic
a 

an
d 

m
in

ia
tu

re
, h

av
e 

m
ea

ni
ng

. A
 b

oy
or

 g
ir

l

w
ill

 n
ee

d 
m

an
y 

ex
pe

ri
en

ce
s 

w
ith

 a
 r

ea
l c

ar
, f

or
 e

xa
m

pl
e,

 b
ef

or
e 

th
e 

tin
y 

ob
je

ct
 h

el
d

in
 o

ne
 h

an
d 

ca
n 

be
 m

ea
ni

ng
fu

lly
 c

al
le

d 
"c

ar
."

T
hi

s 
po

in
t a

pp
lie

s
to

ce
rt

ai
n

ki
nd

s 
of

 c
re

at
iv

e 
ex

pr
es

si
on

, a
s 

w
el

l
as

 a
ct

iv
iti

es

in
vo

lv
in

g 
co

ns
tr

uc
tin

g 
an

d 
bu

ild
in

g.
 T

he
 v

is
ua

lly
 im

pa
ir

ed
 c

hi
ld

 w
ill

 n
ee

d 
to

 h
av

e

m
an

y 
ex

pe
ri

en
ce

s 
w

ith
 a

 b
al

l o
r 

w
ith

 a
 b

lo
ck

 o
r 

w
ag

on
, b

ef
or

e 
he

 c
an

 ta
ke

 c
la

y

an
d 

sh
ap

e 
a 

ba
ll,

 b
lo

ck
, w

ag
on

, c
ap

tu
ri

ng
 th

ei
r 

ch
ie

f 
fe

at
ur

es
. H

e 
ca

n 
en

jo
y 

sh
ap

es

(b
eg

in
ni

ng
 w

ith
 c

ir
cl

e 
an

d 
sq

ua
re

) 
th

ro
ug

h 
th

e 
m

at
er

ia
l t

he
y'

re
 m

ad
e 

of
, t

he
ir

 o
do

r,

th
e 

so
un

d 
th

ey
 m

ak
e 

w
he

n 
dr

op
pe

d,
 w

he
th

er
 o

r 
no

t t
he

y 
ro

ll,
 e

tc
. L

at
er

, c
om

es
 th

e
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ca
n 

sn
ip

 a
w

kw
ar

dl
y 

w
ith

 s
ci

ss
or

s

im
ita

te
s 

ev
er

yd
ay

 h
ou

se
ho

ld
ac

tiv
iti

es
 s

uc
h 

as
 c

oo
ki

ng
, h

an
g-

in
g 

cl
ot

he
s

en
ga

ge
s 

in
 b

lo
ck

 p
la

y,
 fi

lls
 w

ag
on

s,
lin

es
 th

em
 u

p

bu
ild

s 
to

w
er

s 
of

 s
ix

 to
 s

ev
en

cu
be

s

im
ita

te
s 

ve
rt

ic
al

, c
irc

ul
ar

 s
tr

ok
es

fe
tc

he
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.



e makes playhouse for dolls

begins to make simple forms
with clay

draws man with two parts

can trace along a line fairly' well

copies cross

counts three objects, correctly,
pointing

makes five-cube gate

makes forms which look some-
what as intended

builds house with blocks

uses pencils and crayons freely,
makes simple drawings, usually
recognizable

enjoys cutting with scissors

makes two steps with cubes

draws unmistakable man

colors circle with some idea of
staying within lines

copies triangle

counts ten objects correctly

can learn to play simple games

develops differential (boy, gis.1)
play interests

o likes to create and make thing:
with hands



begins to use simple tools with
help

builds three steps with blocks

draws man with neck, hands,
clothes

copies diamond

56



C
hi

ld
re

n 
w

ho
 s

ee
 c

an
le

ar
n,

ov
er

 ti
m

e 
an

d 
w

ith
m

uc
h

pr
ac

tic
e,

 to
 n

ot
ic

e 
vi

su
al

ly
 a

s 
w

el
l a

s 
in

ot
he

r 
w

ay
s 

ho
w

 th
in

gs

ar
e 

di
ffe

re
nt

 a
nd

 a
lik

e.
T

he
y 

be
gi

n 
to

 g
ro

up
 th

in
gs

 a
nd

 p
er

so
ns

in
 n

um
er

ou
s 

w
ay

s.
 T

he
y 

le
ar

n 
th

at
 a

so
ck

 is
 to

 w
ea

r,
 th

at
 it

m
ay

 b
e 

of
 d

iff
er

en
t

w
ei

gh
ts

 a
nd

fe
el

s,
th

at
it

is
 m

ad
e 

of

di
ffe

re
nt

 m
at

er
ia

ls
, t

ha
t i

t
is

 a
 k

in
d 

of
 c

lo
th

in
g,

 a
nd

 m
or

e.
 T

he
y

le
ar

n 
ab

ou
t s

ha
pe

s:
 h

ow
 th

ey
 lo

ok
 in

 te
rm

s
of

 s
iz

e,
 c

ol
or

, f
or

m
;

th
at

 th
ey

 a
pp

ea
r 

by
 th

em
se

lv
es

, o
r 

ar
e 

pa
rt

s
of

 m
an

y 
ot

he
r

ob
je

ct
s;

 th
at

 th
ey

 c
an

 s
er

ve
 s

pe
ci

al
 p

ur
po

se
s.

V
is

ua
lly

 im
pa

ire
d

ch
ild

re
n

le
ar

n
in

m
an

y 
of

 th
es

e
di

re
ct

io
ns

,
to

o.
 T

he
y 

w
ill

de
pe

nd
, h

ow
ev

er
, p

rim
ar

ily
 o

n 
to

uc
h,

sm
el

l, 
so

un
d 

an
d 

m
ov

e-

m
en

t t
o 

di
sc

ov
er

 h
ow

th
in

gs
 lo

ok
, d

iff
er

en
ce

s,
 li

ke
ne

ss
es

, w
ha

t

th
in

gs
 d

o 
an

d 
ho

w
 th

ey
 s

ho
ul

d 
be

 p
la

ce
d 

in
th

e 
m

in
d 

fo
r 

go
od

us
e,

 a
s 

ne
ed

ed
.

T
he

 s
ig

ht
ed

 c
hi

ld
, a

fte
r 

se
ei

ng
 a

nd
pl

ay
in

g 
w

ith
 a

 c
irc

le
, f

or

in
st

an
ce

,
an

d
af

te
r

us
in

g
hi

s
ar

m
s 

an
d 

fin
ge

rs
un

til
 h

e 
ca

n

m
an

ag
e 

a 
cr

ay
on

 w
el

l,
w

ill
 b

eg
in

 to
 d

ra
w

 c
irc

le
s 

or
 a

 s
tic

k
fig

ur
e

w
ith

 in
cr

ea
si

ng
 s

ki
ll.

H
is

 e
ye

/h
an

d 
"w

or
ki

ng
 to

ge
th

er
"

im
pr

ov
es

th
ro

ug
h 

us
e 

an
d 

th
is

 is
 o

nl
y 

on
e

ex
am

pl
e.

 E
ye

/h
an

d 
co

or
di

na
tio

n

is
of

sp
ec

ia
l

im
po

rt
an

ce
 b

ec
au

se
 o

f
its

re
la

tio
ns

hi
p

to
la

te
r

w
rit

in
g 

an
d 

re
ad

in
g.

 T
he

 b
oy

 o
r 

gi
rl

w
ho

 d
oe

s 
no

t s
ee

 m
us

t b
e

he
lp

ed
 to

 d
ev

el
op

 e
ar

/h
an

d 
te

am
w

or
k 

an
d

th
e 

us
e 

of
 h

an
ds

 a
nd

fin
ge

rs
, a

s 
w

el
l. 

T
he

se
 th

in
gs

 c
al

l f
or

 m
uc

h
ac

tiv
e 

in
te

re
st

 o
n 

th
e

pa
rt

 o
f t

he
 a

du
lts

 a
ro

un
d 

th
e

ch
ild

. T
he

 c
hi

ld
 n

ee
ds

 to
 b

e 
sh

ow
n

ho
w

 to
 u

se
 h

is
 h

an
ds

 a
nd

 w
ha

t t
o

do
 s

o 
th

at
 h

is
 fi

ng
er

s 
le

ar
n 

to

w
or

k 
co

rr
ec

tly
. H

e 
ne

ed
s 

to
be

 h
el

pe
d 

to
 r

el
at

e 
so

un
ds

w
ith

th
ei

r
ca

us
es

.
O

nl
y 

th
ro

ug
h 

m
uc

h 
pr

ac
tic

e
an

d 
ef

fo
rt

 c
an

a

vi
su

al
ly

 im
pa

ire
d 

ch
ild

 r
ea

ch
th

e 
de

gr
ee

 o
f s

ki
ll 

co
m

pa
ra

bl
e 

to

th
at

 o
f t

he
 s

ig
ht

ed
 c

hi
ld

.
H

e 
ca

n 
re

ac
h 

it,
 h

ow
ev

er
, i

f
he

 h
as

 n
o

ot
he

r 
m

aj
or

 le
ar

ni
ng

 p
ro

bl
em

s,
an

d 
if 

he
 is

 h
el

pe
d 

to
 d

o 
so

.

If
a

gi
ve

n 
yo

un
gs

te
r's

 v
is

io
n

is
us

ef
ul

 b
ut

 n
ot

 g
oo

d,
 th

e

co
or

di
na

te
d 

us
e 

of
 e

ye
s 

an
d 

ha
nd

s 
or

 e
ar

s
an

d 
ha

nd
s,

 o
r 

al
l

th
re

e,
w

ill
ha

ve
 to

 b
e 

w
or

ke
d 

ou
t b

y 
hi

m
en

d 
th

e 
ad

ul
ts

co
nc

er
ne

d 
w

ith
 h

im
. I

n 
ce

rt
ai

n
ac

tiv
iti

es
 a

nd
 w

ith
 c

er
ta

in
 th

in
gs

hi
s 

vi
si

on
 m

ay
 b

e 
ve

ry
 h

el
pf

ul
. I

n
ot

he
r 

si
tu

at
io

ns
 it

 m
ay

 n
ot

 b
e.

E
M

O
T

IO
N

A
L 

G
R

O
W

T
H

 A
N

D
D

E
V

E
LO

P
M

E
N

T

A
s 

th
e

ch
ild

de
ve

lo
ps

 p
hy

si
ca

lly
,

pe
rs

on
al

ly
/s

oc
ia

lly
, a

nd

in
te

lle
ct

ua
lly

, h
e 

al
so

 g
ro

w
s 

em
ot

io
na

lly
.

T
he

 w
ay

 h
e 

fe
el

s 
ab

ou
t

hi
s 

w
or

ld
 a

nd
 th

e 
pe

op
le

 a
nd

th
in

gs
 in

 it
, a

nd
 th

e 
w

ay
 h

is
w

or
ld

fe
el

s
ab

ou
t

hi
m

,
w

ill
de

te
rm

in
e 

to
a

gr
ea

t e
xt

en
t h

ow
 h

e

fu
nc

tio
ns

 a
s 

a 
pe

rs
on

. A
s 

w
ith

 th
e

ot
he

r 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

ta
l a

re
as

, t
he

ea
rli

es
t y

ea
rs

 a
re

 c
ru

ci
al

 to
 th

e 
ch

ild
's

em
ot

io
na

l l
ife

.

O
ne

 v
ita

l p
oi

nt
 to

 c
on

si
de

r
is

 th
at

 th
e 

ch
ild

 a
ffe

ct
s

an
d 57



in
flu

en
ce

s 
th

e 
pa

re
nt

s 
an

d 
ca

rin
g 

ad
ul

ts
 ju

st
 a

s 
th

ey
 a

ffe
ct

 a
nd

in
flu

en
ce

 th
e 

ch
ild

. W
he

n 
pa

re
nt

s 
fir

st
 le

ar
n 

th
at

 th
ei

r 
yo

un
gs

te
r

is
 v

is
ua

lly
 im

pa
ire

d,
 it

is
 v

er
y 

pr
ob

ab
ly

 tr
au

m
at

ic
 n

ew
s 

to
 th

em
.

T
he

ir 
ea

rly
 th

ou
gh

ts
 m

ay
 b

e 
th

at
 th

ei
r 

yo
un

gs
te

r 
is

 "
im

pe
rf

ec
t,"

th
at

 h
e 

ca
nn

ot
 le

ar
n,

 th
at

 h
e 

w
ill

 b
e 

de
pe

nd
en

t a
ll 

hi
s 

lif
e,

 th
at

he
 w

ill
 m

is
s 

m
an

y 
of

 li
fe

's
 jo

ys
 a

nd
 b

ea
ut

ie
s.

 T
he

y 
m

ay
 fe

el
 s

o

m
uc

h 
th

e
la

ck
of

 v
is

ua
l

co
nt

ac
t a

nd
 r

es
po

ns
e 

th
at

 th
e 

jo
y

us
ua

lly
 s

te
m

m
in

g 
fr

om
 v

ar
ie

d 
ki

nd
s 

of
 c

on
ta

ct
s 

w
ith

 o
ne

's
 c

hi
ld

is
 c

ur
ta

ile
d.

 P
ar

en
ts

 a
nd

 o
th

er
s 

w
ho

 h
av

e 
su

ch
 fe

el
in

gs
 m

us
t h

e

he
ap

ed
 to

 r
ea

liz
e 

(f
ro

m
 th

ei
r 

ow
n 

ex
pe

rie
nc

es
, f

ro
m

 li
te

ra
tu

re
 o

n

th
e 

su
bj

ec
t, 

th
ro

ug
h 

pr
of

es
si

on
al

 c
om

ul
ta

tio
n,

 e
tc

.)
th

at
 th

ei
r

yo
un

gs
te

r
is

a
pe

rs
on

 w
ith

 a
bi

lit
ie

s 
w

hi
ch

 c
an

 a
nd

 m
us

t b
e

de
ve

lo
pe

d 
an

d 
w

ith
 c

ap
ac

ity
 fo

r 
fe

el
in

g 
an

d 
th

ou
gh

t. 
T

he
 c

ar
in

g

ad
ul

ts
 m

us
t h

el
p 

th
e 

ch
ild

 a
nd

 th
em

se
lv

es
 a

ch
ie

ve
 a

 r
ic

h 
in

te
r-

re
la

tio
ns

hi
p.

 T
hr

ou
gh

 th
is

 in
te

rr
el

at
io

ns
hi

p,
 th

e 
ch

ild
's

 p
er

so
na

l/

em
ot

io
na

l d
ev

el
op

m
en

t i
s 

su
pp

or
te

d 
an

d 
en

ha
nc

ed
.

O
ne

 o
f t

he
 fi

rs
t n

ee
ds

 o
f c

hi
ld

re
n 

is
 a

 fe
el

in
g 

of
 s

af
et

y 
an

d

se
cu

rit
y 

w
ith

 th
ei

r 
fa

m
ili

es
 a

nd
 w

ith
 o

bj
ec

ts
 in

 th
ei

r 
w

or
ld

. T
hi

s

fe
el

in
g 

co
m

es
 a

s 
th

ey
 r

es
po

nd
 to

 b
ei

ng
 lo

ve
d,

 to
 b

ei
ng

 h
el

d,
 to

be
in

g 
ta

lk
ed

 w
ith

, p
la

ye
d 

w
ith

, a
nd

 e
nc

ou
ra

ge
d.

 T
he

y 
ve

ry
 m

uc
h

ne
ed

 a
 fi

rm
 d

is
ci

pl
in

e 
w

hi
ch

 a
llo

w
s 

th
em

 to
 d

o 
w

ha
t t

he
y 

ar
e

re
ad

y 
to

 d
o,

 g
ui

de
s 

th
em

 w
he

re
 th

ey
 n

ee
d 

gu
id

an
ce

 a
nd

 g
iv

es

th
em

 r
ul

es
 to

 li
ve

 b
y.

 T
he

y 
do

 m
uc

h 
be

tte
r 

w
he

n 
sh

ow
n 

an
d

to
ld

 w
ha

t t
o 

do
 r

at
he

r 
th

an
 w

ha
t n

ot
 to

 d
o.

 C
hi

ld
re

n 
al

so
 n

ee
d

to
 b

e 
he

lp
ed

 to
 b

e 
in

cr
ea

si
ng

ly
 c

ap
ab

le
 o

f
do

in
g 

fo
r 

th
em

se
lv

es

an
d 

ot
he

rs
. I

t i
s 

ne
ce

ss
ar

y,
 fo

r 
th

e 
ch

ild
 w

ho
 is

 v
is

ua
lly

im
pa

ire
d,

58

...
...

ra
lIN

IM
IM

P
H

Y

to
 u

nd
er

st
an

d 
th

at
 th

er
e 

ar
e 

ce
rt

ai
n 

th
in

gs
 w

ith
 w

hi
ch

 h
e 

w
ill

al
w

ay
s 

ne
ed

 a
ss

is
ta

nc
e 

(f
ro

m
 th

e 
vi

ew
po

in
t o

f s
af

et
y,

 b
es

t u
se

 o
f

tim
e 

an
d 

co
m

m
on

 s
en

se
).

 T
hi

s 
is

 s
im

pl
y 

a 
re

al
is

tic
 a

pp
ro

ac
h 

to

lif
e.

C
hi

ld
re

n 
ne

ed
 to

 le
ar

n 
to

 b
e 

in
de

pe
nd

en
t t

o 
th

e 
be

st
 o

f

th
ei

r 
ab

ili
tie

s,
 b

ut
 n

ot
 b

ey
on

d,
 th

e 
bo

un
ds

 o
f g

oo
d 

se
ns

e.
 N

on
e

of
 u

s 
lik

es
 to

 fe
el

 in
ad

eq
ua

te
 a

nd
 u

na
bl

e 
to

 d
o 

th
in

gs
 o

n 
ou

r

ow
n;

 b
ut

, n
o 

ad
ul

t o
r 

ch
ild

ne
ed

s 
to

 a
tta

ch
 a

ny
 v

al
ue

 to

un
re

as
on

ab
le

 c
ha

lle
ng

es
 o

r 
co

ck
y 

di
sr

eg
ar

d 
fo

r 
se

ns
ib

le
 c

au
tio

ns
.

O
f c

ou
rs

e,
 "

un
re

as
on

ab
le

 c
ha

lle
ng

e"
 s

ho
ul

d 
no

t b
e 

eq
ua

te
d 

w
ith

av
oi

da
nc

e 
of

 fr
us

tr
at

io
n.

 T
ho

se
 w

ho
 k

no
w

 m
os

t a
bo

ut
 le

ar
ni

ng

be
lie

ve
 th

at
 "

ju
st

 e
no

ug
h"

 fr
us

tr
at

io
n 

m
ak

es
 th

e 
ch

ild
 w

an
t t

o

tr
y 

th
e 

ne
w

, t
he

 d
iff

er
en

t a
nd

 th
e 

m
or

e 
co

m
pl

ic
at

ed
. C

hi
ld

re
n

ne
ed

 th
e 

fr
ee

do
m

 to
 m

ak
e 

m
is

ta
ke

s 
an

d 
th

ey
 n

ee
d 

th
e 

gu
id

an
ce

to
le

ar
n 

fr
om

 th
os

e 
m

is
ta

ke
s.

It
is

im
pe

ra
tiv

e 
th

at
 a

ll
th

ei
r

fr
us

tr
at

io
ns

 b
e 

se
t a

ga
in

st
 r

ea
so

na
bl

e 
go

al
s 

an
d 

th
at

 th
ey

 fe
el

su
pp

or
te

d,
 u

nd
er

st
oo

d,
 a

nd
 w

is
el

y 
gu

id
ed

 b
y 

th
os

e 
w

ho
 m

ea
n

th
e 

m
os

t t
o 

th
em

. W
he

n 
th

e 
su

pp
or

t a
nd

 u
nd

er
st

an
di

ng
 a

re
 th

er
e

th
e

ch
ild

ca
n

to
le

ra
te

fr
us

tr
at

io
n

w
ith

ou
t f

ea
r 

an
d

w
ill

be

in
sp

ire
d 

to
 a

tte
m

pt
 th

os
e 

le
ar

ni
ng

 a
dv

en
tu

re
s 

to
 w

hi
ch

 h
e

is

ex
po

se
d.

O
ne

 m
or

e 
po

in
t m

us
t b

e 
st

re
ss

ed
.

In
 g

en
er

al
, c

hi
ld

re
n 

do

an
d 

gi
ve

 (
pe

rf
or

m
) 

as
 th

os
e 

w
ho

 a
re

 a
ro

un
d 

th
em

 e
xp

ec
t t

ha
t

th
ey

 s
ha

ll 
do

 a
nd

 g
iv

e 
(p

er
fo

rm
).

 C
er

ta
in

ly
, t

hi
s 

do
es

 n
ot

 m
ea

n

th
at

 th
e 

ch
ild

 w
ith

ou
t s

ig
ht

 c
an

 s
ee

 v
is

ua
lly

, o
r 

th
at

 th
e 

ch
ild

 w
ith

on
e 

le
g 

ca
n 

w
al

k 
as

 if
 h

e 
ha

d 
tw

o,
 ju

st
 b

ec
au

se
 it

 is
 e

xp
ec

te
d 

or

w
is

he
d.

 It
 d

oe
s 

m
ea

n,
 h

ow
ev

er
, t

ha
t i

f a
du

lts
 d

et
er

m
in

e 
to

 le
ar

n 
al

l



po
ss

ib
le

 a
bo

ut
 a

 g
iv

en
 y

ou
ng

st
er

 a
nd

 d
et

er
m

in
e 

to
 th

in
k 

of
 w

ay
s 

to

sh
ow

 a
nd

 to
 te

ac
h 

hi
m

, t
ha

t c
hi

ld
 c

an
 d

o 
fa

r 
be

tte
r 

th
an

 h
e 

w
ou

ld
 d

o

if
 th

e 
vi

su
al

 im
pa

ir
m

en
t w

er
e 

al
lo

w
ed

 to
 b

e 
an

 a
rb

itr
ar

y 
ba

rr
ie

r 
to

G
E

N
E

R
A

L
D

IR
E

C
T

IO
N

 IN
 W

H
IC

H
C

H
IL

D
R

E
N

 D
IV

E
LO

P
 E

M
O

T
IO

N
A

LL
Y

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t a

nd
 le

ar
ni

ng
.

T
o 

re
pe

at
, a

s 
th

os
e 

w
ho

 a
re

 c
lo

se
 to

 th
e 

ch
ild

 th
in

k 
of

 h
im

,

so
 d

oe
s 

he
 q

ui
ck

ly
 le

ar
n 

to
 th

in
k 

of
 h

im
se

lf
.

C
O

M
M

E
N

T
S

 S
P

E
C

IF
IC

A
LL

Y
 R

E
G

A
R

D
IN

G
V

IS
U

A
LL

Y
 IM

P
A

IR
E

D
 C

H
IL

D
R

E
N

Pl
ea

se
 n

ot
e 

th
at

 th
e 

se
qu

en
ce

s 
w

hi
ch

 f
ol

lo
w

 a
re

 a
rr

an
ge

d

di
ff

er
en

tly
 f

ro
m

 th
e 

pr
ev

io
us

 o
ne

s.
C

hi
ld

re
n

ar
e 

th
ou

gh
t t

o
de

ve
lo

p 
em

ot
io

na
lly

 m
or

e 
or

 le
ss

 in
 th

e 
co

nt
in

uo
us

 o
rd

er
 p

re
-

se
nt

ed
.

1.
-2

.
T

ot
al

 e
go

ce
nt

ri
sm

 a
t b

ir
th

 s
lo

w
ly

 e
xp

an
ds

 in
to

 a
w

ar
en

es
s

of
 e

nv
ir

on
m

en
t a

nd
 o

f 
ot

he
r 

pe
rs

on
s.

It
es

se
nt

ia
l t

ha
t

th
e 

ch
ild

 d
ev

el
op

 a
 g

ro
w

in
g 

se
ns

e 
of

 tr
us

t i
n

hi
s 

w
or

ld

du
ri

ng
 h

is
 e

ar
ly

 m
on

th
s 

an
d 

fi
rs

t y
ea

rs
. T

hi
s 

m
us

t b
eg

in

th
ro

ug
h 

hi
s

re
la

tio
ns

hi
ps

 w
ith

 h
is

 m
ot

he
r 

or
 o

th
er

 a
du

lt

w
ho

 c
ar

es
 f

or
 h

im
. W

ith
 th

is
 s

up
po

rt
, t

he
 tw

o 
to

ge
th

er
 c

an

w
or

k 
ou

t t
he

 f
ru

st
ra

tio
ns

 th
e 

yo
un

g 
ch

ild
 m

us
t e

xp
er

ie
nc

e

in
 o

rd
er

 f
or

 le
ar

ni
ng

 a
nd

 g
ro

w
th

 to
 o

cc
ur

. T
he

 m
ot

he
r's

ca
re

 o
f 

th
e 

ch
ild

 w
ill

 g
re

at
ly

 d
ep

en
d 

on
 th

e 
su

pp
or

ts
 s

he

re
ce

iv
es

 f
ro

m
 th

e 
ot

he
rs

 in
 th

e 
fa

m
ily

, e
sp

ec
ia

lly
 th

at
 o

f

th
e 

fa
th

er
.

T
he

 C
hi

ld
:

w
an

ts
 a

nd
 n

ee
ds

 p
hy

si
ca

l c
om

fo
rt

ne
ed

s 
co

ns
is

te
nt

 b
eh

av
io

r 
of

 th
e 

ca
ri

ng
 p

er
so

n

ha
s 

hu
ng

ry
 c

ry

1.
 T

he
 b

ab
y 

w
ho

 is
 v

is
ua

lly
 im

pa
ir

ed
 c

an
 a

nd
 m

us
t f

ee
l a

nd
 h

ea
r

th
e 

lo
ve

 o
f 

ot
he

rs
 f

or
 h

im
, w

he
th

er
 h

e 
ca

n 
se

e
it 

or
 n

ot
.

W
hi

le
 h

is
 a

bi
lit

y 
to

 lo
ok

 a
t o

th
er

s 
m

ay
 b

e 
ve

ry
 m

uc
h 

m
is

se
d,

hi
s 

fe
el

in
gs

 a
re

 v
er

y 
m

uc
h 

pr
es

en
t. 

A
s 

th
os

e 
in

 h
is

 f
am

ily
,

or

ot
he

rs
 n

ea
r 

hi
m

, b
ec

om
e 

in
cr

ea
si

ng
ly

 s
en

si
tiv

e 
to

hi
s 

m
an

y

ot
he

r 
w

ay
s 

of
 r

es
po

nd
in

g,
 s

o 
w

ill
th

ei
r 

in
te

ra
ct

io
n 

be
co

m
e

m
or

e 
m

ea
ni

ng
fu

l.

2.
 I

f 
a 

ba
by

 is
 p

re
m

at
ur

e 
an

d 
ha

s 
to

 s
pe

nd
 ti

m
e 

in
 th

e 
ho

sp
ita

l
in

an
 in

cu
ba

to
r,

 w
ith

lit
tle

or
 n

o 
pi

ck
in

g 
up

 a
nd

 to
uc

hi
ng

al
lo

w
ed

, h
e 

m
ay

 h
av

e 
to

 b
e 

ta
ug

ht
 to

 li
ke

 to
 b

e 
he

ld
. H

e
m

ay
, a

t f
ir

st
, s

ho
w

 r
ea

l d
is

pl
ea

su
re

, b
ut

 it
is

 e
ss

en
tia

l t
ha

t h
e

le
ar

n 
ea

rl
y 

th
e 

jo
y 

of
 a

cl
os

e 
re

la
tio

ns
hi

p 
so

 th
at

 h
e 

ca
n

de
ve

lo
p

th
e

fi
rs

t
un

de
rs

ta
nd

in
g

of
"m

e"
/"

yo
u"

an
d

"m
e"

 / 
"o

bj
ec

ts
 in

 th
e 

w
or

ld
 a

ro
un

d 
m

e.
"

59



i

I
I

has startled response

crys, much or all of which is tearless

begins differential crying for different causes (hunger, before

sleep, pain), vocalizes happily, smiles, laughs aloud, shows

recognition of familiar faces

responds to facial expressions

has reduced amount of crying, though often cries when

caring person leaves room

cries easily on seemingly slight provocation (change of

position, removal of play object, unusual sounds)

plays contentedly alone

thrashes arms, legs when frustrated

imitates facial expressions and gestures

shows fear of, or shyness with, strangers, shows increasing

affection for family group

shows emotional changeability by easy and quick changes

from crying to laughing

seeks attention through noise-making, squealing, and so on

begins to vary behavior according to emotional reactions of

others

enjoys simple tricks and games

cries more often in association with irritation or minor

frustrations; stiffens in resistance; may have "tantrum" if

things go wrong

is aware of other children, interested in them, but does not

play with them

begins to claim certain things as his own
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3.
-6

.
In

cr
ea

si
ng

ly
, t

he
 c

hi
ld

 le
ar

ns
th

at
 h

is
 b

eh
av

io
r 

is
 h

is
 o

w
n,

 a
s

he
 d

ev
el

op
s 

ph
ys

ic
al

ly
,

ne
ur

ol
og

ic
al

ly
, s

oc
ia

lly
. H

e 
be

co
m

es

ev
er

 m
or

e 
ab

le
 to

 e
xe

rt
co

nt
ro

ls
. H

e 
gr

ow
s 

in
 th

e 
de

si
re

 to

ex
pl

or
e 

hi
s 

w
or

ld
, t

o 
le

ar
n 

to
do

 a
nd

 a
cc

om
pl

is
h,

 to
 le

ar
n 

to

as
k 

fo
r 

an
d 

gi
ve

 h
el

ps
 o

f
va

ri
ou

s 
ki

nd
s.

 H
e 

be
gi

ns
 to

re
al

iz
e

th
at

 s
el

f-
co

nt
ro

l c
an

 b
e 

de
ve

lo
pe

d
w

ith
ou

t l
os

s 
of

 s
el

f-
es

te
em

an
d 

he
 b

eg
in

s 
to

 u
nd

er
st

an
d

th
at

 in
ab

ili
ty

 in
 o

ne
 a

re
a 

do
es

no
t m

ak
e 

hi
m

 u
na

bl
e

in
 a

ll 
ar

ea
s.

 A
t t

hi
s 

st
ag

e
in

 li
fe

, e
ve

n

m
or

e 
th

an
ot

he
rs

,
he

ne
ed

s
a

fi
rm

di
sc

ip
lin

e,
w

hi
ch

an
tic

ip
at

es
 a

nd
 k

ee
ps

 h
im

 f
ro

m
si

tu
at

io
ns

 w
hi

ch
 a

re
 b

ey
on

d

hi
s

co
pi

ng
 p

ow
er

s.
 H

e 
ne

ed
s 

to
at

ta
in

hi
s

in
di

vi
du

al
ity

gr
ad

ua
lly

,
w

ith
pa

re
nt

al
fi

rm
ne

ss
pr

ot
ec

tin
g

hi
m

 f
ro

m

ch
oi

ce
s,

 d
ec

is
io

ns
, t

as
ks

 a
nd

 u
nd

er
st

an
di

ng
s

w
hi

ch
 h

e 
is

 n
ot

ye
t r

ea
dy

 to
 h

an
dl

e.

T
he

 C
hi

ld
:

sh
ow

s 
im

pr
ov

ed
 e

m
ot

io
na

l e
qu

ili
br

iu
m

ha
s 

de
cr

ea
se

d 
nu

m
be

r 
of

 v
io

le
nt

 e
m

ot
io

na
l

re
ac

tio
ns

us
es

 v
oi

ce
 to

ne
 s

ym
bo

lic
al

ly

ta
ke

s 
pr

id
e 

in
 a

cc
om

pl
is

hm
en

t o
f 

m
ot

or
sk

ill
s

ca
n 

be
 c

oy
 in

 a
ct

io
ns

an
d 

fa
ci

al
 e

xp
re

ss
io

ns

3.
 A

s 
vi

su
al

ly
 im

pa
ir

ed
 c

hi
ld

re
n 

de
ve

lo
p,

 th
ey

 a
re

 o
pe

n 
m

or
e 

an
d

m
or

e 
to

 c
er

ta
in

 "
co

m
m

on
da

ng
er

s"
 a

nd
 p

os
si

bi
lit

ie
s 

of
 h

ur
t

(p
hy

si
ca

l a
nd

 p
sy

ch
ol

og
ic

al
).

 T
he

se
 w

ill
 h

av
e 

to
 b

e 
po

in
te

d 
ou

t

w
ith

 e
ve

n 
m

or
e 

ca
re

 th
an

 y
vo

ul
d 

be
 tr

ue
 f

or
 n

or
m

al
 c

hi
ld

re
n.

L
im

its
 c

an
 a

nd
 m

us
t b

e 
se

t a
s 

to
 w

ha
t e

ac
h 

ca
n 

an
d 

ca
nn

ot
 d

o,

w
he

re
 e

ac
h 

ca
n 

an
d 

ca
nn

ot
 g

o,
 b

ut
 w

ith
 w

or
ds

 a
nd

 a
ct

io
ns

w
hi

ch
 m

ak
e 

se
ns

e 
to

 th
at

 c
hi

ld
. F

or
 e

xa
m

pl
e,

 a
 c

hi
ld

 c
an

 le
ar

n

th
at

 h
e 

ca
nn

ot
 th

ro
w

 a
 b

ai
l i

n 
th

e 
ho

us
e 

bu
t c

an
 r

ol
l i

t. 
H

e 
ca

n

le
ar

n 
th

at
 w

he
n 

a 
st

ov
e

is
 h

ot
 it

is
 n

ot
 to

 b
e 

to
uc

he
d,

 b
ut

ap
pr

oa
ch

ed
 c

ar
ef

ul
ly

. D
et

ec
tin

g 
te

m
pe

ra
tu

re
 c

ha
ng

es
, o

do
rs

, a
nd

th
e 

so
un

ds
 m

ad
e 

in
 c

oo
ki

ng
 c

an
 b

e 
le

ar
ne

d.
 I

n
le

ar
ni

ng
 n

ot
 to

pl
ay

 in
 th

e 
st

re
et

, t
he

 v
is

ua
lly

 im
pa

ir
ed

 c
hi

ld
 w

ill
 n

ee
d 

to
le

ar
n

ho
w

 to
 s

ee
 w

he
re

 y
ar

d 
st

op
s 

an
d 

st
re

et
be

gi
ns

. N
ot

 r
un

ni
ng

 in

th
e 

ho
us

e,
 f

ul
ly

 c
lo

si
ng

 a
nd

 o
pe

ni
ng

 a
ll 

do
or

s 
to

av
oi

d 
ne

ed
le

ss

bu
m

ps
 a

re
 s

af
et

y 
m

ea
su

re
s 

w
hi

ch
 h

e 
ca

n 
le

ar
n.

4.
 T

he
 c

hi
ld

's
 f

ee
lin

gs
 a

bo
ut

 h
im

se
lf

in
cr

ea
si

ng
ly

 a
re

 b
as

ed
 o

n 
hi

s

re
al

iz
at

io
n 

of
 w

ha
t h

e 
ca

n 
do

 a
nd

 o
n 

w
ha

t
he

 h
ea

rs
 o

th
er

pe
op

le
 s

ay
 h

e 
ca

n 
do

. I
t i

s 
ev

en
 m

or
e

es
se

nt
ia

l f
or

 th
e 

vi
su

al
ly

im
pa

ir
ed

 c
hi

ld
 th

an
 it

is
 f

or
 o

th
er

 c
hi

ld
re

n 
th

at
 h

e 
le

ar
n 

ho
w

to
 ta

ke
 c

ar
e 

of
 h

is
 b

od
ily

 n
ee

ds
,

th
at

 h
e 

ca
rr

y 
hi

s 
sh

ar
e 

w
ith

re
ga

rd
 to

 h
ou

se
ho

ld
 r

es
po

ns
ib

ili
tie

s.
 O

nc
e

he
 a

nd
 h

is
 p

ar
en

ts
,

th
en

 th
e 

ot
he

rs
 in

 h
is

 f
am

ily
 a

nd
 th

e
ne

ig
hb

or
ho

od
, b

eg
in

 to

se
e

th
e

th
in

gs
he

ca
n

le
ar

n
th

ro
ug

h 
ca

re
fu

l a
nd

 p
at

ie
nt

te
ac

hi
ng

, m
or

e 
an

d 
m

or
e 

su
ch

 th
in

gs
 w

ill
 b

e
di

sc
ov

er
ed

.
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z 
ha

s 
fe

ar
s 

w
hi

ch
 a

re
 m

ai
nl

y 
au

di
to

ry

m
ay

 fe
ar

 p
ar

en
ts

' l
ea

vi
ng

pl
ay

s 
ne

ar
 o

th
er

 c
hi

ld
re

n,
 b

ut
 n

ot
 c

oo
pe

ra
tiv

el
y 

as
 y

et

se
ek

s 
ad

ul
t p

ra
is

e

be
gi

ns
 to

 e
nj

oy
 c

oo
pe

ra
tiv

e 
an

d 
gr

ou
p 

pl
ay

is
 m

or
e 

in
de

pe
nd

en
t a

nd
 le

ss
 te

ar
fu

l t
ha

n 
ea

rli
er

is
rit

ua
lis

tic
in

 m
an

y 
ac

tiv
iti

es
(in

dr
es

si
ng

, a
rr

an
gi

ng
 to

ys
,

go
in

g 
to

 b
ed

)

is
 fr

ie
nd

ly
 a

nd
 d

es
ire

s 
to

 p
le

as
e,

 m
ay

 b
e 

je
al

ou
s 

of
 s

ib
lin

gs

la
ug

hs
w

hi
le

 p
la

yi
ng

 w
ith

 h
um

or
 r

el
at

ed
to

bo
th

gr
os

s

ac
tiv

ity
 a

nd
 v

er
ba

l p
la

y

ha
s 

in
cr

ea
si

ng
 e

m
ot

io
na

l c
on

tr
ol

ha
s 

fe
w

er
 fe

ar
s 

th
an

 b
ef

or
e 

an
d 

no
w

 m
ai

nl
y 

vi
su

al
 (

co
nc

er
n-

in
g 

th
e 

gr
ot

es
qu

e,
 th

e 
da

rk
, a

ni
m

al
s)

lik
es

 to
 h

av
e 

ho
us

eh
ol

d 
re

sp
on

si
bi

lit
ie

s

is
 b

ec
om

in
g 

aw
ar

e 
of

 c
om

m
on

 d
an

ge
rs

 a
nd

 h
ow

 to
 a

vo
id

,

re
ac

t t
o 

th
em

7.
-9

.
A

s 
th

e 
ch

ild
 b

ec
om

es
 s

ur
er

 o
f h

im
se

lf 
an

d 
is

 in
cr

ea
si

ng
ly

ab
le

 to
 tr

us
t h

im
se

lf 
an

d 
ot

he
rs

 in
 th

e 
w

or
ld

 a
ro

un
d 

hi
m

,

he
 a

ls
o 

in
cr

ea
se

s 
in

 n
um

er
ou

s 
w

ay
s.

 H
is

 c
on

ta
ct

s 
w

ith
, a

nd

un
de

rs
ta

nd
in

g
of

hi
s

en
vi

ro
nm

en
t

th
ro

ug
h

de
ve

lo
pi

ng

la
ng

ua
ge

,
m

ob
ili

ty
,

in
te

ra
ct

io
n 

w
!th

 c
hi

ld
re

n 
an

d 
ad

ul
ts

,

pe
rc

ep
tu

al
 a

bi
lit

ie
s,

 m
uc

h 
pl

ay
, a

ss
um

in
g 

re
sp

on
si

bi
lit

ie
s 

in

62

.5
. M

or
e 

th
an

 o
th

er
 c

hi
ld

re
n,

 th
e 

ch
ild

 w
ho

 is
 v

is
ua

lly
 im

pa
ire

d

w
ill

 n
ee

d 
pl

ac
es

 h
e 

ca
n 

ca
ll 

hi
s 

ow
n:

 a
 p

la
ce

 fo
r 

hi
s 

co
at

 a
nd

ha
t, 

a 
pl

ac
e 

fo
r 

ke
ep

in
g 

ot
he

r 
cl

ot
he

s,
 a

 p
la

ce
 fo

r 
to

ys
, h

is

ow
n 

be
d,

 e
tc

. T
hi

s 
is

 p
ar

tic
ul

ar
ly

 im
po

rt
an

t
fo

r 
hi

m
, s

o 
th

at

he
 c

an
 fi

nd
 th

in
gs

 b
y 

hi
m

se
lf,

 ta
ke

re
sp

on
si

bi
lit

y 
fo

r 
pu

tti
ng

th
in

gs
 a

w
ay

, a
nd

 b
eg

in
 to

 g
et

 a
 fe

el
in

g 
of

 o
rd

er
, o

f w
ha

t t
o

ex
pe

ct
 in

 h
is

 w
or

ld
. H

e 
al

so
 d

ev
el

op
s 

th
is

 fe
el

in
g

of
 o

rd
er

, o
f

w
ha

t t
o 

ex
pe

ct
, t

hr
ou

gh
 th

e 
ac

tio
ns

 a
nd

 a
tti

tu
de

s 
of

 th
e

ad
ul

ts
 w

ith
 h

im
 a

nd
 th

e 
ru

le
s 

by
 w

hi
ch

 th
ey

 e
xp

ec
t h

im
 to

liv
e.

6.
 T

he
 lo

ve
 a

nd
 r

es
pe

ct
 fo

r 
on

e 
an

ot
he

r 
w

hi
ch

gi
ve

 a
ny

 fa
m

ily

m
em

be
r 

st
re

ng
th

 a
nd

 s
up

po
rt

 d
o 

th
e 

sa
m

e 
fo

r
th

e 
vi

su
al

ly

im
pa

ire
d 

ch
ild

. T
he

 d
is

ci
pl

in
e 

w
hi

ch
 g

iv
es

 h
im

lim
its

 to
 li

ve

w
ith

in
, y

et
 a

llo
w

s 
hi

m
 th

e 
fr

ee
do

m
 h

e 
is

 r
ea

dy
 to

ha
nd

le
, i

s

th
e 

sa
m

e 
ki

nd
 o

f d
is

ci
pl

in
e 

im
po

rt
an

t f
or

 a
ny

on
e

in
th

e

fa
m

ily
. T

he
 v

is
ua

lly
 im

pa
ire

d 
ch

ild
 w

ill
 d

ev
el

op
 a

s 
a

w
ho

le

pe
rs

on
 th

ro
ug

h 
th

is
 lo

ve
, r

es
pe

ct
an

d 
di

sc
ip

lin
e 

jo
in

ed
 w

ith
 th

e

un
de

rs
ta

nd
in

g 
of

 th
os

e 
th

in
gs

 in
lif

e 
m

os
t m

ea
ni

ng
fu

l t
o 

hi
m

.

7.
 A

s 
w

as
 s

ai
d 

be
fo

re
, t

he
 v

is
ua

lly
 im

pa
ire

d 
ch

ild
's

 a
w

ar
en

es
s 

of

ot
he

r 
ch

ild
re

n 
an

d 
hi

s 
in

cr
ea

si
ng

 c
on

ta
ct

s 
w

ith
 th

em
 m

us
t b

e

en
co

ur
ag

ed
.

P
ar

tic
ul

ar
ly

is
th

is
 s

o
if 

he
is

 a
n 

on
ly

 c
hi

ld
.

M
uc

h 
de

si
re

 to
 g

et
 a

cq
ua

in
te

d 
w

ith
 o

th
er

s,
 to

 b
e 

w
ith

 o
th

er
s,

to
 p

la
y 

w
ith

 o
th

er
s 

de
ve

lo
ps

 fr
om

 o
ne

's
 o

bs
er

vi
ng

 th
e 

pe
rs

on
al

an
d

so
ci

al
ac

tiv
iti

es
of

 o
th

er
s.

 T
he

 r
es

ul
tin

g 
co

nt
ac

ts
 a

re
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ru
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ur
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ar
e

ex
am

pl
es

.
H

e
fu

rt
he

rs
hi

s

em
ot

io
na

l
co

nt
ro

l
an

d
be

gi
ns

to
de

ve
lo

p
hi

s

co
ns

ci
en

ce
,

w
hi

ch
w

ill
sl

ow
ly

bu
t

st
ea

di
ly

ta
ke

ow
n

ov
er

in
cr

ea
si

ng
ly

 fo
r 

th
e 

ad
ul

ts
 w

ho
 c

on
tr

ol
le

d 
an

d 
gu

id
ed

 th
e

be
ha

vi
or

 o
f t

he
 y

ou
ng

 c
hi

ld
..

T
he

 C
hi

ld
:

pl
ay

s 
on

 c
oo

pe
ra

tiv
e 

le
ve

l w
ith

 o
th

er
 c

hi
ld

re
n

is
 s

om
ew

ha
t a

rg
um

en
ta

tiv
e 

bu
t o

fte
n 

us
es

 a
rg

um
en

t a
s 

pl
ay

an
d 

in
 a

 d
es

ire
 to

 e
xp

er
ie

nc
e 

us
e 

of
 n

ew
 w

or
ds

 a
nd

 n
ew

ac
tio

ns

m
ay

 b
e 

se
lfi

sh
, i

m
pa

tie
nt

is
 p

ro
ud

 o
f a

cc
om

pl
is

hr
ra

-it
s

ha
s 

bo
is

te
ro

us
 h

um
or

 w
hi

ch
 is

 a
ls

o 
ex

ag
ge

ra
te

d

lik
es

 to
 s

ho
w

 o
ff

ta
ttl

es
 o

fte
n

m
ay

 b
oa

st

is
 a

gg
re

ss
iv

e 
ph

ys
ic

al
ly

, a
s 

w
el

l a
s 

ve
rb

al
ly

ca
n 

be
 r

ou
gh

 a
nd

 c
ar

el
es

s 
w

ith
 to

ys

co
nt

in
ue

s 
to

 fe
ar

 (
m

uc
h 

th
e 

sa
m

e)
 b

ut
 n

ow
 e

nj
oy

s 
be

in
g

m
ild

ly
 "

fr
ig

ht
en

ed
" 

in
 p

la
y 

w
ith

 a
du

lts

ha
s 

st
ro

ng
 fe

el
in

g 
of

 "
m

e,
" 

"m
in

e,
" 

an
d 

"I
" 

an
d 

of
 h

om
e

an
d 

fa
m

ily

be
gi

ns
 to

 d
is

tin
gu

is
h 

se
lf 

fr
om

 o
th

er
s 

an
d 

to
 r

ec
og

ni
ze

 o
th

er

pe
op

le
 a

s 
en

tit
ie

s

ex
hi

bi
ts

 b
rie

f a
nd

 s
up

er
fic

ia
l s

el
f-

cr
iti

ci
sm

ha
s 

m
or

e 
ap

pr
op

ria
te

 p
er

ce
pt

io
ns

 o
f r

ea
lit

y

us
ua

lly
 m

ad
e.

 T
he

 v
is

ua
lly

 im
pa

ire
d 

ch
ild

 h
as

 to
 le

ar
n,

 fi
rs

t,

ho
w

 to
 b

e 
aw

ar
e 

of
 th

e 
pr

es
en

ce
 o

f a
no

th
er

 p
er

so
n.

 B
rin

gi
ng

hi
m

 "
in

 to
uc

h"
 w

ith
 o

th
er

 c
hi

ld
re

n 
an

d 
te

lli
ng

 h
im

 a
bo

ut

th
em

 w
ill

 g
iv

e 
hi

m
 a

 g
oo

d 
st

ar
t. 

U
se

fu
l t

ho
ug

ht
s 

in
 th

is
 a

re
a

co
nc

er
n 

th
e 

va
lu

e 
of

 th
e 

ch
ild

's
 le

ar
ni

ng
 to

sh
ak

e 
ha

nd
s,

 a
nd

to
 tu

rn
 h

is
 h

ea
d 

in
 th

e 
di

re
ct

io
n 

of
 th

os
e 

w
ith

 w
ho

m
th

er
e 

is

co
nt

ac
t. 

A
 h

an
ds

ha
ke

 c
an

 g
iv

e 
th

e 
ch

ild
a

"f
ee

l" 
fo

r 
th

e

pe
rs

on
 h

e 
is

 m
ee

tin
g.

 W
he

th
er

 c
hi

ld
 o

r
ad

ul
t, 

th
is

 is
 a

 s
ou

nd

be
gi

nn
in

g 
fo

r 
ge

tti
ng

 a
cq

ua
in

te
d.

 T
ur

ni
ng

 th
e 

he
ad

 to
w

ar
d 

th
e

pe
rs

on
 w

ho
 is

 s
pe

ak
in

g 
gi

ve
s 

th
e 

yo
un

gs
te

r
be

tte
r 

he
ar

in
g 

an
d

a 
so

ci
al

 r
ea

ct
io

n 
w

hi
ch

 in
di

ca
te

s 
th

at
at

te
nt

io
n 

is
 b

ei
ng

 g
iv

en
.

8.
 W

he
n 

th
e 

yo
un

gs
te

r 
w

ith
 a

 v
is

ua
l i

m
pa

irm
en

t i
s 

ol
d 

en
ou

gh
 to

un
de

rs
ta

nd
 th

at
 p

eo
pl

e 
"s

ee
"

in
di

ffe
re

nt
 w

ay
s,

 h
is

 v
is

ua
l

si
tu

at
io

n 
sh

ou
ld

 b
e 

ex
pl

ai
ne

d 
to

 h
im

, t
o 

hi
s 

sa
tis

fa
ct

io
n 

an
d

cu
rr

en
t n

ee
d.

 T
he

 s
to

ry
 a

bo
ut

 th
e 

pa
re

nt
 w

ho
se

as
ke

d

w
he

re
 h

e 
ca

m
e 

fr
om

 c
an

 b
e 

a 
gu

id
e.

 T
he

 p
ar

en
t i

n 
th

is
 c

la
ss

ic
,

th
in

ki
ng

 a
t l

as
t t

he
 ti

m
e 

ha
d 

co
m

e 
fo

r 
sh

ar
in

g 
w

ith
 h

is
ch

ild

th
e 

fa
ct

s 
of

 li
fe

, w
en

t i
nt

o 
gr

ea
t d

et
ai

ls
 o

n 
th

is
 s

ub
je

ct
.

A
fte

r

lo
ng

 m
in

ut
es

 th
e 

"le
ss

on
" 

w
as

 o
ve

r.
 T

he
 c

hi
ld

 d
re

w
 a

de
ep

br
ea

th
 a

nd
 s

ai
d 

w
ith

 s
om

e 
be

w
ild

er
m

en
t, 

th
at

 h
e 

ha
d

on
ly

w
an

te
d 

to
 k

no
w

 w
he

re
 h

e 
ha

d 
be

en
 b

or
n.

 T
hi

s 
m

ay
 v

er
y

w
el

l

be
 th

e 
vi

su
al

ly
 im

pa
ire

d 
ch

ild
's

 s
itu

at
io

n 
w

he
n 

th
e

qu
es

tio
n 

of

"s
ee

in
g"

 fi
rs

t c
om

es
 u

p.
 T

ho
se

 w
ho

 a
re

 w
ith

 h
im

 a
nd

kn
ow

hi
m

 b
es

t s
ho

ul
d 

tr
y 

to
 b

as
e 

th
ei

r 
an

sw
er

s 
on

 w
he

re
 th

ey
th

in
k

he
 is

in
 h

is
 u

nd
er

st
an

di
ng

 a
nd

 s
ho

ul
d 

w
or

d 
th

em
ac

co
rd

in
gl

y. 63
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T
ry

r

de
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s 
th

at
hi

s 
w

or
ld

is
w

id
en

in
g 

an
d

hi
s 

se
ns

es
fu

nc
tio

ni
ng

be
tte

r,
is

m
or

e
m

ob
ile

,
m

or
e

so
ci

al
an

d

in
cr

ea
si

ng
ly

in
de

pe
nd

en
t,

us
es

la
ng

ua
ge

 m
or

e 
an

d
ha

s

m
or

e 
la

ng
ua

ge

a 
is

 in
cr

ea
si

ng
ly

 d
ev

el
op

in
g 

ow
n 

co
ns

ci
en

ce
 r

at
he

r 
th

an
 r

el
yi

ng

on
ly

 o
n 

pa
re

nt
 f

or
 c

on
du

ct
 g

ui
de

s

is
 b

ec
om

in
g 

aw
ar

e 
of

 s
ex

 d
if

fe
re

nc
es

sh
ow

s 
m

or
e 

in
te

re
st

 in
 p

ee
rs

 a
nd

 p
ee

r 
pl

ay

se
ek

s 
an

d 
fi

nd
s 

ow
n 

fr
ie

nd
s

fe
el

s 
in

cr
ea

si
ng

ly
 r

es
po

ns
ib

le
 f

or
 s

el
f 

an
d 

yo
un

ge
r 

ch
ild

re
n

(t
ho

ug
h 

m
ay

 f
ee

l s
om

ew
ha

t t
or

n 
by

 m
ix

ed
 d

es
ir

es
 f

or

in
de

pe
nd

en
ce

-d
ep

en
de

nc
e)

is
 in

cr
ea

si
ng

ly
 e

ag
er

 to
 d

o 
fo

r 
se

lf
 a

nd
 to

 a
cc

om
pl

is
h

m
ay

 r
es

po
nd

 n
eg

at
iv

el
y 

to
 p

re
ss

ur
e,

 m
ay

 s
ul

k 
or

 b
e 

ru
de

m
ay

 u
se

 s
la

ng
 o

r 
pr

of
an

ity

is
m

or
e 

se
ns

iti
ve

to
 o

th
er

 p
eo

pl
e 

es
pe

ci
al

ly
to

pa
re

nt
s'

re
ac

tio
ns

9.
 I

t
ha

s 
be

en
 s

ai
d 

th
at

 p
ar

en
ts

 h
av

e 
to

 b
e 

a 
be

tte
r 

te
am

 th
an

ev
er

 b
ef

or
e 

w
he

n 
on

e 
of

 th
e 

fa
m

ily
 h

as
 a

 m
aj

or
 im

pa
ir

m
en

t.

T
ea

m
w

or
k 

is
 e

ss
en

tia
l t

o 
an

y 
su

ch
 g

ro
up

 a
nd

 s
ho

ul
d 

in
cl

ud
e

th
e

ch
ild

re
n,

to
o.

B
ut

 th
er

e
w

ill
be

 e
ve

n 
m

or
e 

to
 th

in
k

th
ro

ug
h,

 a
nd

 c
oo

rd
in

at
e,

 w
he

n
a

sp
ec

ia
l

ch
al

le
ng

e 
su

ch
as

vi
su

al
 im

pa
ir

m
en

t i
s

in
 th

e 
fa

m
ily

 m
id

st
. U

nk
no

w
ns

, d
ou

bt
s,

fr
us

tr
at

io
ns

, a
nd

 g
ri

ef
s 

ca
n 

re
so

lv
e 

th
em

se
lv

es
 w

ith
 a

m
e 

an
d

ef
fo

rt
. T

he
 w

ho
le

 f
am

ily
 m

us
t b

e 
in

vo
lv

ed
, h

ow
ev

er
, a

nd
 in

 a

co
ns

tr
uc

tiv
e 

w
ay

, i
n 

or
de

r 
fo

r 
th

is
 to

 c
om

e 
ab

ou
t.
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he
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sc
ho

ol
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ge
ne

ra
lly

 a
nt

ic
ip
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ed

 w
ith
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le
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ur

e.
If 

th
e 

ad
ul

ts

ar
ou

nd
 th

e 
ch

ild
 e

xp
re

ss
 p

os
iti

ve
 th

ou
gh

ts
 a

bo
ut

 s
ch

oo
l d

ay
s,

 it

is
pr

ob
ab

le
 th

at
 th

e 
yo

un
gs

te
r 

w
ill

lo
ok

 fo
rw

ar
d 

to
 s

ch
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l's
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gi

nn
in

g.
R

eg
ar

dl
es

s 
of

 w
he

n 
a 

bo
y 

or
 g

irl
st

ar
ts

 to
 s

ch
oo

l,

ho
w

ev
er

, a
nd

 in
 w

hi
ch

 k
in

d 
of

 p
ro

gr
am

 s
uc

ce
ss

 w
ith

 s
ch

oo
l a

nd

sc
ho

ol
-c

en
te

re
d 

liv
in

g 
w

ill
 d

ep
en

d 
on

 a
 n

um
be

r 
of

 th
in

gs
. E

ve
ry

ch
ild

 w
ill

 n
ee

d 
ce

rt
ai

n 
at

tit
ud

es
, w

ay
s 

of
 w

or
k 

an
d 

ca
pa

bi
lit

ie
s

an
d 

sk
ill

s.
 A

m
on

g 
th

es
e 

ar
e 

th
e 

ab
ili

tie
s:

to
 u

se
 th

e 
la

rg
e 

m
us

cl
es

 w
el

l

to
 li

st
en

 c
ar

ef
ul

ly

to
fo

llo
w

in
st

ru
ct

io
ns

an
d

re
qu

es
ts

,
un

de
rs

ta
nd

w
or

ds
'

de
si

gn
at

in
g 

pl
ac

em
en

t a
nd

 d
ire

ct
io

n

to
 m

ov
e 

ab
ou

t o
n 

on
e'

s 
ow

n

s 
to

 w
or

k 
in

 a
 le
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av
e

to
 ta

ke
 in

to
 c

on
si

de
ra

tio
n 

w
ha

t h
is

 o
w

n 
ho

us
eh

ol
d

ha
s 

on
 h

an
d

or
 is

 a
bl

e 
to

 p
ro

vi
de

. A
s 

th
e 

ch
ild

 m
at

ur
es

an
d 

ha
s 

a 
br

oa
d

nu
m

be
r 

of
 e

xp
er

ie
nc

es
 b

eh
in

d 
hi

m
, h

e 
w

ill
 d

ev
el

op
 p

re
fe

re
nc

es

an
d 

w
ill

do
 a

n
in

cr
ea

si
ng

 a
m

ou
nt

 o
f s

el
ec

tin
g 

fr
om

 c
ho

ic
es

al
re

ad
y 

fa
m

ili
ar

 to
 h

im
.

W
he

n 
sh

op
pi

ng
 fo

r 
m

at
er

ia
ls

 fo
r 

a 
vi

su
al

ly
 im

pa
ire

d 
ch

ild

on
e 

sh
ou

ld
 s

ee
k 

ite
m

s 
w

hi
ch

 a
llo

w
th

e 
yo

un
gs

te
r 

a 
fu

ll-
us

e

ex
pe

rie
nc

e.
Ite

m
s

sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
co

ns
id

er
ed

in
te

rm
s 

of
 w

ei
gh

t,

te
xt

ur
e,

 s
ou

nd
, m

ov
em

en
t, 

ap
pe

ar
an

ce
 a

nd
 p

os
si

bl
e 

pu
rp

os
es

.
If 

a

ch
ild

ha
s 

so
m

e 
us

ef
ul

vi
si

on
,

vi
su

al
 a

sp
ec

ts
 w

ill
 n

ee
d 

to
 b

e

co
ns

id
er

ed
. C

er
ta

in
 fe

at
ur

es
 o

f a
 m

at
er

ia
l, 

su
ch

 a
s 

gl
ar

e,
 m

ay

ha
ve

 to
 b

e 
gu

ar
de

d 
ag

ai
ns

t. 
T

he
re

 w
ill

 b
e 

th
in

gs
 to

 b
uy

 w
hi

ch

ca
n 

be
 c

ha
ng

ed
,

in
 o

ne
 o

r 
se

ve
ra

l w
ay

s,
 a

nd
 th

en
 w

ill
 b

e 
of

in
cr

ea
se

d 
m

ea
ni

ng
 fo

r 
a 

yo
un

gs
te

r 
w

ith
 v

is
ua

l l
im

ita
tio

ns
. F

or

ex
am

pl
e,

 a
 te

xt
ur

ed
 s

ur
fa

ce
 g

lu
ed

 o
nt

o 
th

e 
or

ig
in

al
 s

ur
fa

ce
 o

f a

to
y 

m
ig

ht
 m

ak
e 

it 
m

uc
h 

m
or

e 
in

te
re

st
in

g 
to

 s
ee

in
g 

fin
ge

rs
.

A
s 

a 
ge

ne
ra

l
ru

le
, a

 c
hi

ld
 w

ill
 b

en
ef

it 
m

os
t f

ro
m

 h
av

in
g 

a

fe
w

 w
el

l-s
el

ec
te

d 
to

ys
, e

ac
h 

of
 w

hi
ch

 o
ffe

rs
 a

 d
ef

in
ite

ly
 d

iff
er

en
t

le
ar

ni
ng

 e
xp

er
ie

nc
e.

 P
ar

tic
ul

ar
ly

 a
t f

irs
t, 

a 
ch

ild
 s

ho
ul

d 
be

 a
bl

e 
to

th
or

ou
gh

ly
 e

xp
lo

re
 e

ac
h 

to
y 

or
 o

th
er

 m
at

er
ia

l
re

ce
iv

ed
 a

nd

sh
ou

ld
 h

av
e 

th
e 

ch
an

ce
 to

 u
se

 e
ac

h 
a 

nu
m

be
r 

of
 ti

m
es

. A
 p

la
ce

sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
se

t a
si

de
 fo

r 
th

e 
ch

ild
's

 to
ys

 s
o 

th
at

 h
e 

ca
n 

ge
t t

he
m

as
 w

an
te

d.
 T

hi
s 

he
 s

ho
ul

d 
be

 e
nc

ou
ra

ge
d 

to
do

 in
cr

ea
si

ng
ly

 a
s 

he

m
at

ur
es

.

T
he

 v
is

ua
lly

 im
pa

ire
d 

yo
un

gs
te

r 
ca

n 
be

gi
n 

to
 le

ar
n 

ea
rly

th
at

 c
er

ta
in

 p
la

ce
s 

in
 th

e 
ho

us
e 

an
d 

ya
rd

 a
re

 fo
r 

pl
ay

 a
nd

 w
or

k,

w
hi

le
 c

er
ta

in
 o

th
er

 p
la

ce
s 

ar
e 

no
t. 

H
e 

ca
n 

le
ar

n 
ho

w
 a

nd
 w

he
re



to
 p

ut
 th

in
gs

 a
w

ay
. A

 fe
el

in
g 

of
 b

ei
ng

 a
 c

on
tr

ib
ut

in
g 

m
em

be
r

ca
n 

be
gi

n 
in

 th
is

 s
ee

m
in

gl
y 

sm
al

l, 
bu

t h
ig

hl
y 

im
po

rt
an

t w
ay

.

W
he

n 
a 

ch
ild

is
fir

st
 in

tr
od

uc
ed

 to
 a

 g
iv

en
 to

y 
or

 o
th

er

ob
je

ct
,

it 
sh

ou
ld

 b
e 

sh
ow

n 
hi

m
 b

y 
pu

tti
ng

 it
in

 h
is

 h
an

ds
 a

nd

he
lp

in
g 

hi
m

 lo
ok

 a
t i

ts
 d

iff
er

en
t f

ea
tu

re
s.

 J
us

t p
as

si
ng

 a
 h

an
d

ov
er

 a
 s

ur
fa

ce
 is

 n
ot

 e
no

ug
h.

 If
 th

e 
ob

je
ct

 is
 h

an
d 

si
ze

, i
t s

ho
ul

d

be
 h

el
d

by
 th

e
ch

ild
to

 a
llo

w
 h

im
 to

fe
el

its
lig

ht
ne

ss
 o

r

he
av

in
es

s.
It 

sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
fe

lt 
fo

r 
te

xt
ur

al
 c

ha
ra

ct
er

is
tic

s 
w

ith
 th

e

in
si

de
su

rf
ac

e 
of

 th
e 

pa
lm

, t
hu

m
b 

an
d 

fin
ge

rs
.

It 
sh

ou
ld

 b
e

lo
ok

ed
 a

t m
or

e 
cl

os
el

y 
w

ith
 th

e 
th

um
b 

an
d 

fin
ge

rs
 o

f o
ne

 o
r

bo
th

 h
an

ds
.

It 
co

ul
d 

be
 s

m
el

le
d,

 e
xa

m
in

ed
 fo

r 
m

ov
ab

le
 p

ar
ts

,

lo
ok

ed
 a

t,
vi

su
al

ly
if

ap
pr

op
ria

te
, i

n 
te

rm
s 

of
 p

ur
po

se
s 

to
 b

e

ac
co

m
pl

is
he

d.
 T

he
 y

ou
ng

er
 c

hi
ld

 w
ill

 e
ve

n 
ex

pl
or

e 
fo

r 
ta

st
e 

an
d

fo
r 

th
e 

fe
el

 o
f a

 m
at

er
ia

l t
o 

hi
s 

lip
s,

 to
ng

ue
 a

nd
 te

et
h.

If 
th

e

ob
je

ct
 lo

ok
ed

 a
t

is
la

rg
er

 th
an

 h
an

d 
si

ze
,

it 
ca

n 
st

ill
be

 s
ee

n

th
ro

ug
h 

us
e 

of
 th

e 
ab

ov
e 

ap
pr

oa
ch

es
, b

ut
 m

or
e 

tim
e 

an
d 

co
nt

ac
t

m
ay

 b
e 

ne
ce

ss
ar

y 
to

 v
ie

w
 it

 a
s 

a 
w

ho
le

. I
n 

ge
ne

ra
l, 

a 
lo

ok
 a

t t
he

w
ho

le
ob

je
ct

w
ith

ha
nd

s 
an

d
fin

ge
rs

,
fo

llo
w

ed
 b

y 
a

m
or

e

th
or

ou
gh

 lo
ok

 a
t s

ep
ar

at
e 

pa
rt

s,
 th

en
 a

no
th

er
 o

ve
rv

ie
w

 w
ill

 b
e 

a

go
od

 b
eg

in
ni

ng
 fo

r 
m

an
y.

 T
he

 v
is

ua
lly

 im
pa

ire
d 

ch
ild

, e
sp

ec
ia

lly

at
 fi

rs
t,

w
ill

 n
ee

d 
to

 b
e 

sh
ow

n 
ho

w
 to

 lo
ok

 a
t t

hi
ng

s.
 A

s 
he

de
ve

lo
ps

, h
e 

w
ill

 b
ec

om
e 

m
or

e 
ab

le
 to

 d
o 

th
is

 m
ea

ni
ng

fu
lly

 o
n

hi
s 

ow
n;

 h
e 

w
ill

 le
ar

n 
to

 m
ak

e 
ce

rt
ai

n 
m

od
ifi

ca
tio

ns
 to

 m
ee

t h
is

ow
n 

ne
ed

s.
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In
 in

tr
od

uc
in

g 
th

e 
vi

su
al

ly
 im

pa
ire

d 
yo

un
gs

te
r 

to
 a

n 
ob

je
ct

,

ap
pr

op
ria

te
w

or
ds

sh
ou

ld
be

us
ed

al
on

g
w

ith
th

e
ph

ys
ic

al

de
m

on
st

ra
tio

n.
 W

or
ds

, c
ho

se
n 

to
 c

le
ar

ly
 s

ay
 w

ha
t t

he
 y

ou
ng

st
er

ca
n 

un
de

rs
ta

nd
, w

ill
 te

ac
h 

th
e 

ch
ild

 a
bo

ut
 th

e 
ta

sk
 in

 h
an

d 
as

w
el

l a
s 

co
nt

rib
ut

e 
to

 th
e 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t o

f h
is

 v
oc

ab
ul

ar
y.

 T
he

y

w
ill

 h
el

p 
hi

m
 fe

el
 th

e 
ad

ul
t's

 p
ar

tic
ip

at
io

n 
an

d 
co

nc
er

n 
an

d 
w

ill

he
lp

 h
im

 fi
t n

ew
 le

ar
ni

ng
s 

in
to

 w
ha

t h
e 

al
re

ad
y 

kn
ow

s.

M
an

y 
to

ys
 e

nj
oy

ed
 b

y 
si

gh
te

d 
ch

ild
re

n 
m

ay
 a

ls
o 

be
 v

er
y

m
uc

h 
lik

ed
 b

y 
th

e 
vi

su
al

ly
 im

pa
ire

d 
ch

ild
, t

ho
ug

h 
pe

rh
ap

s 
fo

r

di
ffe

re
nt

 r
ea

so
ns

. D
ur

in
g 

th
e 

fir
st

 y
ea

r 
or

 s
o,

 th
is

 fa
ct

 c
an

 b
e

es
pe

ci
al

ly
 r

ea
ss

ur
in

g 
to

 th
e 

pa
re

nt
s 

of
 a

 v
is

ua
lly

 im
pa

ire
d 

bo
y 

or

gi
rl.

 P
ur

ch
as

in
g 

to
ys

 s
im

ila
r 

to
 th

os
e 

th
at

 fr
ie

nd
s 

ar
e 

bu
yi

ng
 fo

r

th
ei

r 
ch

ild
re

n 
ca

n 
he

lp
 s

uc
h 

pa
re

nt
s 

se
e 

th
e 

ch
ild

-n
es

s 
in

 th
ei

r

in
fa

nt
, a

nd
 c

an
 h

el
p 

th
em

 p
la

ce
 th

e 
im

pa
irm

en
t w

ith
in

 th
e 

w
ho

le

pi
ct

ur
e.

It
is

 im
po

rt
an

t t
ha

t p
ar

en
ts

 n
ot

 b
e 

im
m

ob
ili

ze
d 

by
 th

e

fe
ar

 th
at

 th
e 

"w
ro

ng
 k

in
d"

 o
f t

oy
 w

ill
 g

et
 in

to
 th

ei
r 

yo
un

gs
te

r's

ha
nd

s;
 r

at
he

r,
 th

ey
 n

ee
d 

to
 b

e 
he

lp
ed

 in
 u

nd
er

st
an

di
ng

, w
he

n

th
ei

r
ch

ild
us

es
so

m
et

hi
ng

in
a

"d
iff

er
en

t w
ay

,"
 w

ha
t h

is

pu
rp

os
es

 a
nd

 p
le

as
ur

es
 m

ay
 b

e 
in

 d
oi

ng
 s

o.
 C

er
ta

in
ly

 e
du

ca
tio

na
l

m
at

er
ia

ls
 s

ho
ul

d 
be

 th
ou

gh
tfu

lly
 c

ho
se

n 
fo

r 
th

e 
pa

rt
ic

ul
ar

 c
hi

ld
,

bu
t

ad
ul

ts
ca

n
be

he
lp

ed
to

de
ve

lo
p

sk
ill

in
m

ak
in

g 
to

y

se
le

ct
io

ns
. W

he
n 

ap
pr

op
ria

te
 g

ui
de

lin
es

 a
re

 u
nd

er
st

oo
d 

an
d 

us
ed

,

th
e 

re
sp

on
si

bi
lit

y 
w

ill
 s

ee
m

 le
ss

 te
rr

ify
in

g.

T
he

 e
du

ca
tio

na
l m

at
er

ia
ls

 g
ro

up
in

gs
 in

 th
e 

lis
t w

hi
ch

 fo
llo

w
s



ar
e 

ro
ug

hl
y 

in
 o

rd
er

 a
cc

or
di

ng
 to

 th
e 

de
gr

ee
 o

f d
iff

ic
ul

ty
 o

f t
he

ta
sk

in
vo

lv
ed

(in
te

rm
s 

of
 a

tte
nt

io
n 

de
m

an
de

d,
 m

us
cl

e 
us

e,

ey
e/

ea
r/

ha
nd

 c
oo

rd
in

at
io

n,
et

c.
) 

T
he

re
 w

ill
be

, h
ow

ev
er

, m
uc

h

ov
er

la
p 

bo
th

 in
 te

rm
s 

of
 in

te
re

st
 a

nd
 a

bi
lit

y 
w

he
n 

th
e 

in
di

vi
du

al

ch
ild

is
 c

on
ce

rn
ed

. W
ith

in
 e

ac
h 

ca
te

go
ry

 o
ne

 s
ho

ul
d 

th
in

k 
in

te
rm

s
of

 m
ov

in
g 

fr
om

 th
e 

si
m

pl
es

t,
ea

si
es

t a
nd

 m
os

t g
ro

ss

m
at

er
ia

ls
 to

 th
e 

m
or

e 
di

ffi
cu

lt 
or

 r
ef

in
ed

. W
e 

m
us

t b
e 

w
el

l a
w

ar
e

th
at

 th
is

is
no

t a
lis

t
in

a
lit

er
al

se
ns

e 
of

 p
ro

gr
es

si
on

.
F

or

ex
am

pl
e,

 "
bo

ok
s"

 in
 te

rm
s 

of
 th

e 
ch

ild
's

 r
ea

di
ng

 th
em

 h
im

se
lf

w
ou

ld
 r

eq
ui

re
 a

n 
ad

va
nc

ed
 le

ve
l o

f f
un

ct
io

ni
ng

.
In

 te
rm

s 
of

 th
e

ch
ild

's
de

ve
lo

pi
ng

in
te

re
st

in
bo

ok
s 

re
ad

to
 h

im
 b

y 
ot

he
rs

,

ho
w

ev
er

, i
t

is
 o

bv
io

us
 th

at
 a

 m
uc

h 
m

or
e 

el
em

en
ta

ry
 fu

nc
tio

ni
ng

le
ve

l
is

re
qu

ire
d.

 S
uc

h 
m

at
er

ia
ls

 a
s 

do
lls

 m
ay

 b
e 

pl
ea

si
ng

 a
nd

en
te

rt
ai

ni
ng

 to
 a

 v
er

y 
yo

un
g 

ch
ild

 b
ec

au
se

 o
f c

er
ta

in
 q

ua
lit

ie
s 

of

fo
rm

,
si

ze
,

te
xt

ur
e,

et
c.

,
bu

t
on

ly
la

te
r

ev
ok

e
in

te
re

st
as

re
pr

es
en

ta
tiv

es
 o

f r
ea

l-l
ife

 c
ou

nt
er

pa
rt

s.

D
ev

el
op

m
en

ta
l E

du
ca

tio
na

l M
at

er
ia

ls
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r 
th

e 
V

is
ua

lly
 Im

pa
ire

d

C
hi

ld cr
ib

 to
ys

 to
 lo

ok
 a

t, 
to

 s
ou

nd
, t

o 
fe

el
, t

o 
sm

el
l

to
 e

nc
ou

ra
ge

 h
ea

d 
co

nt
ro

l a
nd

 s
itt

in
g

to
 e

nc
ou

ra
ge

 tw
o 

ha
nd

s 
to

ge
th

er
 a

t t
he

 m
id

lin
e 

of
 th

e 
bo

dy
,

gr
as

pi
ng

 in
 a

n 
in

cr
ea

si
ng

ly
 r

ef
in

ed
 w

ay

fo
r 

te
et

hi
ng

to
 fe

el
 th

ro
ug

h 
gr

as
pi

ng
, t

o 
en

jo
y 

th
ro

ug
h 

ho
ld

in
g,

 to
 e

xp
lo

re

ta
ct

ua
lly

to
 c

au
se

 to
 s

ou
nd

, t
o 

m
ak

e 
di

ffe
re

nt
 th

in
gs

 h
ap

pe
n

to
 e

nc
ou

ra
ge

 r
ea

ch
in

g 
an

d 
m

ob
ili

ty
 th

ro
ug

h 
cr

ee
pi

ng
, s

ta
nd

in
g,

w
al

ki
ng

to
 s

it 
on

, r
id

e 
on

, m
ov

e 
on

 in
 g

ro
ss

 w
ay

s

to
 d

ev
el

op
 s

om
e 

th
um

b-
fin

ge
r 

w
or

ki
ng

 to
ge

th
er

to
ca

rr
y,

to
al

lo
w

pu
tti

ng
in

an
d 

ta
ki

ng
 o

ut
 (

ob
je

ct
s 

of

di
ffe

re
nt

 w
ei

gh
ts

, t
ex

tu
re

s,
 s

ou
nd

s,
 s

iz
es

 a
nd

 s
ha

pe
s)

to
 e

nc
ou

ra
ge

 d
iff

er
en

t k
in

ds
 o

f d
ire

ct
io

n 
fo

llo
w

in
g 

w
ith

 b
od

ily

m
ov

em
en

t (
i.e

., 
re

co
rd

s,
 s

in
gi

ng
 g

am
es

, e
tc

.)

su
ch

 a
s 

cl
ay

, m
ud

, s
an

d,
 fi

ng
er

 p
ai

nt
s,

 w
at

er
to

 p
ou

r,
 s

pr
ea

d,

sq
ue

ez
e,

 r
ol

l, 
sh

ap
e,

 s
m

el
l, 

fe
el

w
ith

 m
ov

ab
le

 p
ar

ts
 th

at
 c

om
e 

ap
ar

t a
nd

 c
an

 b
e 

pu
t b

ac
k

to
ge

th
er

, t
ha

t s
cr

ew
 a

nd
 u

ns
cr

ew

re
la

tiv
e 

to
"p

la
yi

ng
 p

re
te

nd
" 

(f
or

 e
xa

m
pl

e,
 d

re
ss

in
g 

up
 o

r

pl
ay

in
g 

ho
us

e)

to
 p

ut
 in

 o
rd

er
, b

y 
on

e 
di

m
en

si
on

 o
r 

an
ot

he
r

w
ith

 p
ar

ts
 th

at
 h

av
e 

to
 b

e 
di

sc
rim

in
at

ed
, m
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